SUPERIOR CHARTER TOWNSHIP
PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING

The Superior Township Parks & Recreation Commission
OCTOBER 2020
Regular Meeting
will be held
MONDAY OCTOBER 26, 2020 @ 6:30 p.m.
at
SUPERIOR OLD TOWNSHIP HALL

3040 N. Prospect Rd.
(Corner of Cherry Hill & Prospect)

All Attendees Will Be Required to
Wear a Mask and Social Distance

For additional info call: (734) 480-5502
or email: superiorparks@superior-twp.org



SUPERIOR CHARTER TOWNSHIP
PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING

Superior Township Parks & Recreation Commission
OCTOBER 2020
Regular Meeting
will be held
MONDAY OCTOBER 26, 2020 @ 6:30 p.m.
at
SUPERIOR OLD TOWNSHIP HALL

Dave Buterbaugh Marion Morris
Paula Jefferson Nahid Sanii—Yahyai
Martha Kern—Boprie Patrick Pigott
Terry Lee Lansing Alex Williams
Sandi Lopez Bernedia Word




PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION REGULAR MEETING
TOWNSHIP HALL
OCTOBER 26, 2020 @ 6:30 P.M.
AGENDA

1) CALLTO ORDER

2) ROLL CALL

3) FLAG SALUTE

4) AGENDA APPROVAL

5) PRIOR MEETING MINUTES APPROVAL
A) September 28, 2020

6) CITIZENS PARTICIPATION

7) REPORTS
A) Chairperson
B)  Administrator
C) Board Liaison
D) Board Meeting Attendee
E) Park Steward
F) Safety

8) COMMUNICATIONS
A) Educational: MDHHS COVID-19 Epidemic Order Oct. 9, 2020
B) Fireman's Park Reservation; Zion House of Prayer Food Drive
C) Hidden Gems Article CHNP

9) OLD BUSINESS

10) NEW BUSINESS
A) 2021 APPROVED Budget

11) BILLS FOR PAYMENT
A) September 28, 2020 — October 26, 2020

12) FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
A) September 2020 Revenue & Expenditure Report

13) PLEAS AND PETITIONS

14) ADJOURNMENT

Next Meeting Date: Monday November 23, 2020 @ 46:30 p.m.
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Superior Charter Township Park Commission
Regular Meeting
September 28, 2020

Proposed Minutes

Call to Order
The meeting was called to order by Chair Paula Jefferson at 6:33 pm.

Roll Call
Park Commissioners present: Paula Jefferson, Marion Morris, Terry Lee Lansing, Bernedia Word, Nahid
Sanii-Yahyai, Martha Kern-Boprie, Sandi Lopez

Park Commissioners absent: none

Others present: Trustee Alex Williams; Juan Bradford, Park Administrator; David Buterbaugh,
Maintenance Supervisor; Patrick Pigott, Recreation Coordinator; Ellen Kurath

Flag Salute
Chair Paula Jefferson led those assembled in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

Agenda Approval

It was moved by Martha Kern-Boprie and supported by Nahid Sanii-Yahyai to approve the Agenda with
the addition of New Business B. Resolution Supporting the Ballot Proposal to Amend the Michigan Natural
Resources Trust Fund. The motion carried.

Prior Meeting Minutes Approval

A. August 24, 2020
It was moved by Nahid Sanii-Yahyai and supported by Marion Morris to approve the minutes of
8/24/2020 as drafted. The motion carried.

Citizen Participation

Elfen Kurath spoke with park commissioners about the presence and condition of vegetation found in
North Prospect Park. Ellen wrote a memo to the Park Commissioners and Staff dated September 9, 2020
that detailed many of her findings. She visited this park on 9/04/20 and found a lot of buckthorn near the
north boundary of the park, under electric lines. This large, dense line of buckthorn is approximately 700
feet long. Ellen recommends removing these buckthorn bushes, if possible. A large brush hog machine
will be necessary to remove this stand of buckthorn.

Deer and other wild life have been eating many trees. Ellen will consider applying wildlife repellent to
protect young trees.

Ellen reviewed what plants grew well and what did not. During summer 2020 young trees grew more
than average. Most of these trees are located in higher elevations within the park.

Ellen will meet with David Buterbaugh in the next two weeks to determine what will be the preferred
maintenance work this fall.

Reports

A. Chairperson
Chair Paula Jefferson noted that the next Township Board meeting is scheduled on October 19, 2020
and she will be the Park Commissioner Attendee. The October meeting is the budget meeting. Paula
reached out to Harold Gonzales about the Little Free Library he installed in Fireman’s Park, but
Harold’s telephone was disconnected.

B. Administrator



Juan Bradford submitted a written report. He added that 250 bookmarks were acquired with the
Rapid Response grant, and another 250 were acquired using Park funds. The Dixboro United
Methodist Church will host another Halloween trunk or treat event this year, on October 30. Early
planning for this event is underway, and he does not know if it will be a simple drive-through to
minimize human contact. Superior Township will contribute bookmarks for the goodie bags.

C. Board Liaison
Trustee Alex Williams reported on the township board meeting held 9/21/20. An overview of the
active shooter incident that took place in the Lakeview Condominiums was provided. A lawsuit has
been filed by residents of a neighborhood in Superior Township located in the Ann Arbor school
district and the Ypsilanti 48198 zip code, to have the US Postal Service change the zip code to Ann
Arbor 48105. A grant application has been submitted to construct a non-motorized path along the
east side of Prospect Road, from Berkshire south to Clark Road. The state of Michigan made a
decision on the amount of Revenue Sharing to distribute to local governments during 2021. Superior
Township will receive the same amount as in 2020. With this decision in place, township budget
preparation has commenced. The Ypsilanti Community Utilities Authority (YCUA) bond has been paid
off. Preliminary budgets have been drafted for all funds. The utility rate increase recently approved
should be sufficient to cover all expense for a year, including the sewer repairs on
MacArthur/Stamford this year. The Woodside subdivision should complete Phase One this year.
Review of the township personnel manual is underway again. Construction of the Clark Road pump
station will begin very soon. Chip seal road maintenance will begin soon. The township board
approved hazard pay of $2,000 for Utility Department field staff that worked on the sewer break.
Land has been cleared for the Ypsilanti District Library (YDL) branch in Superior Township. The board
approved repair of a fire engine.

D. Board Attendee
No report.

E. Park Steward
No report.

F. Safety
There were no accidents or injuries in the past month. A seasonal employee developed a mild fever
and had a COVID-19 test. The test result was negative. The employee had a second COVID-19 test,
and this result was also negative. The employee returned to work after completion of quarantine
with all required paperwork.

Communications

A. Educational: Equitable Access to Parks & Recreation

B. Fireman’s Park Reservation: Y on the Fly

C. Oakbrook Park Reservation: Abi S. Photography

D. Free Activity Packs Flyer

It was moved by Marion Morris and supported by Terry Lee Lansing to receive the Communications. The
motion carried.

Old Business

A. Fireman’s Park Play Structure Completed
Construction of the new play structure in Fireman’s Park is complete. Jjuan is happy with the job.
Photographs were provided to park commissioners.

B. Park Use by community organizations
Park commissioners discussed use of township parks by community organizations on a planned basis,
as opposed to impromptu gatherings. A consensus of the park commissioners was to require
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application to use township parks for planned events, including meetings, rallies and celebrations.
Bernedia Word mentioned that Township Treasurer Brenda McKinney was aware of this.

10. New Business

A

Proposed Budget

A draft 2021 Park Fund budget was presented to park commissioners by Juan Bradford. The budget
contains a cumulative expense decrease of $14,117. Most of this will come from Park Improvements.
A significant change is a request from Juan Bradford for a stipend for health care of $6,000 per year.
This dollar amount equals about 15.3% of his current salary. Juan and the other regular (year-round)
employees receive no health care coverage. Juan pointed out that after working for Superior
Township for five years, he is only now starting to earn the amount that the previous administrator
was paid. After extensive discussion the following comments were provided by park commissioners.
Nahid Sanii-Yahyai — approves paying the stipend. She said all should have health care.

Bernedia Word — people should be paid.

Sandi Lopez — wants a well-documented proposal.

Terry Lee Lansing — we should discuss all employee’s compensation, not just Juan’s.

Marion Morris — she does not think the Board of Trustees will concur with paying a stipend for health
care. We should award this compensation to all regular year-round employees.

Paula Jefferson — noted that Superior Township tends to under-compensate all staff, including salary
fringe benefits and paid time off.

Martha Kern-Boprie — noted that the stipend would address an inequity, by providing health
coverage. But we should not expect to award annual increments of 15% in future years. She sees
merit in providing some form of health care coverage to our regular year-round staff.

A sub-committee of Nahid Sanii-Yahyai, Sandi Lopez and Martha Kern-Boprie agreed to analyze this
request in detail, and bring a report back to the Park Commission.

Resolution supporting the ballot proposal to amend the Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund

It was moved by Martha Kern-Boprie and supported by Marion Morris that

WHEREAS, the Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund (MNRTF) has funded public land acquisition
and recreation projects with royalties from oil, gas and minerals from public fands in all eighty-three
counties in the state since its founding in 1976, and

WHEREAS, projects supported by the MNRTF help Michigan communities protect the state’s lakes,
streams, lands and wildlife habitats and build recreational facilities like parks, trails and river and
beach access for the enjoyment of Michigan residents and visitors, with economic, quality-of-life and
public health benefits; and

WHEREAS, every Michigan resident is within a one-hour drive of a state park or recreation area,
which are critical contributors to Michigan’s $25.7 billion tourism industry that supports 237,733
direct jobs; and

WHEREAS, Superior Charter Township has received $420,000 to create park and recreation
opportunities such as Cherry Hill Nature Preserve; and

WHEREAS, the Michigan Legislature unanimously voted to allow the MNRTF to again receive royalties
from oil, gas and mining on public land to fund land conservation and recreation, to commit at least
25% of Trust Fund dollars to building and renovating public recreation facilities like trails, parks and
rivers and lake access and at least 25% for land conservation, and requiring 20% of State Parks
Endowment Fund expenditures be for improvements at state parks, without raising taxes; and

WHEREAS, Michigan voters will now have the opportunity to approve these changes in the 2020
general election, thus amending Article X, Section 35 and 35a of the Michigan Constitution
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11.

12.

13.

14.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that Superior Charter Township Parks & Recreation Commission
support the ballot question placed before voters in the 2020 general election to update and expand
the MNRTF, guaranteeing investment in conservation and outdoor recreation for generations to
come, protecting our natural resources and invigorating our local economies.

Aroll call vote was taken
Yes No Absent
Paula Jefferson X
Marion Morris X
Sandi Lopez X
Bernedia Word X
Terry Lee Lansing X
Nahid Sanii-Yahyai X
Martha Kern-Boprie X

The motion carried and the resolution was adopted.

Bills for Payment
It was moved by Marion Morris and supported by Terry Lee Lansing to approve payment of the bills
totaling $23,111.85. The motion carried.

Financial Statements

A. August 2020 Revenue & Expenditure Report
It was moved by Marion Morris and supported by Paula Jefferson to receive the August 2020
Revenue & Expenditure Report. The motion carried.

Pleas and Petitions

Nahid Sanii-Yahyai asked what the plans are for the Pumpkin Carving event this year. Juan informed
commissioners that the event will take place on October 24 in Norfolk Park from 11:00 am — 2:00 pm. The
event will be a drive-through, with each child receiving a pumpkin, a carving pattern, a bookmark and a
packaged treat. Martha Kern-Boprie volunteered to assist.

Adjournment
It was moved by Nahid Sanii-Yahyai and supported by Marion Morris to adjourn at 7:25 pm. The motion
carried.

Submitted by,
Martha Kern-Boprie, Park Commissioner & Secretary



ADMINISTRATOR REPORT
COTOBER 26,2020

e Next Board of Trustees Meeting: November 16, 2020 @ 7:00 p.m.
Attendee: Commission Secretary Kern-Boprie

e |would like to thank outgoing Commissioners Jefferson, Lopez, and Word, as well as Board of
Trustees liaison Alex Williams for your service and commitment. It is people like you that make
this Township Superior!

e We will be participating in Dixboro United Methodist Church's Dixboro Halloween Drive-thru by
setting up a station and handing out our new bookmarkers and candly.

* The person that graffitied the bridge at Community Park has been located by the Washtenaw
County Sherriff Dept. She has pled guilty and will be making restitution.  Kudo's to our part-time
summer employee Jacob for being alert and getting her license plate number the day of the
incident. Getting the plate number was what enabled the Sheritf’s Deputies to track her down.

* The new sidewalk at Fireman'’s Park has been completed. The contractor did and excellent job
of winding the sidewalk through the frees in the picnic area.

o Zion Church will be holing a food drive at Fireman's Park the next two Saturdays.
e Brush hogging has begun for the season. North Prospect Park is complete and looks great!

e Dead and/or dying trees have been removed from Norfolk Park (7) and Fireman's Park (2).
The tree removal, stump grinding, and restoration was paid for by the Township.

e Mask Up!

Respectfully Submitted,
y

Juan Bradférd /
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MDHHS EPIDEMIC ORDER 0CT. 9

Limits on attendance at residential gatherings.

//\E\ INDOORS: UP TO 10 PERSONS
OUTDOORS: UP TO 100 PERSONS

* Indoor gatherings of up to 10 persons and outdoor gatherings of up to 100 persons at a
residence are permitted (face coverings are strongly recommended).

Limits on attendance at non-residential venues.
INDOORS

Indoor gatherings of up to 10 persons occurring at a non-residential venue are permitted
provided each person at the gathering wears a face covering.

* Indoor gatherings of more than 10 and up to 500 people occurring at a non-residential
CQ)S% venue are permitted only to the extent that the organizers and venue:

* FOR FIXED SEATING: limit attendance to 20% of seating capacity of the venue.

e WITHOUT FIXED SEATING: limit attendance to 20 persons per 1,000 square feet in each
occupied room.

* Require that each person at the gathering wear a face covering.

OUTDOORS

¢ Outdoor gatherings of up to 100 persons occurring at a non-residential venue are permitted
provided that each person wears a face covering.

N
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* Outdoor gatherings of more than 100 and up to 1,000 persons occurring at a non-residential
venue with fixed seating are permitted only to the extent that the organizers and venue:

¢ FOR FIXED SEATING: limit attendance to 30% of seating capacity.

*  WITHOUT FIXED SEATING: limit attendance to 30 persons per 1,000 square feet.
including within any distinct area within the event space.

* Require that each person at the gathering wear a face covering.

“Gathering” means any occurrence where two or more persons from more than one household are present in a shared space.
Except for incidental gatherings in a shared space, all gatherings must include 6 feet of social distance between households.

Face coverings are still required.

Businesses, government offices, schools, child care organizations, and other operations must not
allow indoor gatherings of any kind unless they require individuals to wear a face covering. These
entities may not assume that someone who enters the business without a face covering falls

in one of the exceptions; but may accept an individual's verbal representation that they are not
wearing a face covering because they fall within a specified exception. Exceptions can be found
within the Oct. 9, 2020, Epidemic Order at Michigan.gov/Coronavirus.

Region 6, the Traverse City region, has slightly less strict rules, which can be read in
the MDHHS Oct. 9, 2020, Epidemic Order at Michigan.gov/Coronavirus.




Capacity Limitations

* Gatherings at public facilities, such as a retail store, library or museum, may not exceed 50%
— total occupancy limits.

* Gatherings at recreational sports and exercise facilities, such as gyms, fitness centers,
E recreation centers, bowling centers, roller and ice rinks, and trampoline parks, may not exceed
25% of total occupancy limits or are not allowed if it is not possible to maintain a distance of
six feet between workout stations.

* Gatherings at professional sports and entertainment facilities, including arenas, cinemas,
concert halls, performance and sporting venues, stadiums and theaters, are allowed only if the
venue can ensure there is six feet of distance between patrons not of the same household.

* Gatherings at outdoor pools must not exceed 50% of capacity limits, and at indoor pools must
not exceed 25% of capacity limits.

* Gatherings at non-tribal casinos may not exceed 15% of total occupancy limits.

* Workplace gatherings are prohibited under the following circumstances: it is not necessary
to perform job duties; employees not wearing face coverings cannot maintain six feet of
distance from others; employees not wearing face coverings occupy the same shared space;
if they include any person who is experiencing COVID-19 symptoms or who is subject to a CDC
recommendation to isolate or quarantine.

Food Service Establishments
INDOOR COMMON AREAS AND SEATING

¢ Must maintain six feet of distance between each party.
¢ Must not exceed 50% of normal seating capacity.

* Close indoor common areas in which people can congregate, dance, or otherwise mingle.

* Prohibit indoor gatherings anywhere alcoholic beverages are sold for consumption onsite,
except for where parties are seated and separated from one another by at least six feet, and
do not intermingle.

Organized Sports
FACE COVERINGS AND DISTANCE

¢ Athletes must wear face coverings (except when swimming) or consistently maintain six feet of
distance from others.

¢ Follow live audience limits (two per player or as described in attendance limits).
* No concession sales.
* Follow additional guidance from MDHHS.

To read the complete MDHHS Oct. 9, 2020, Epidemic Order, visit Michigan.gov/Coronavirus.
Questions or concerns can be emailed to COVID19@michigan.gov.

Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) has issued this order
under a law first enacted by the Michigan Legislature after the Spanish Flu of 1918,

specifically to deal with epidemics. This gives the MDHHS director broad authority
to take actions by emergency order to protect the public health during an epidemic. DH HS

To reduce confusion following the recent Michigan Supreme Court decision, MDHHS Michigan Department o Health & Human Services
issued orders following existing executive orders as much as possible under the
different law to prevent and control the spread of COVID-19.
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PARKS & RECREATION

575 E. Clack = Ypsilanti, Ml 45198

PARK RENTAL FORM

Renter’'s Name: Jill Jackson Phone: 248-231-0500
Address: 9970 W. Avondale Circle

City, State: Superior Township, , _Michigan

E-mail: paige30@att.net

Park Requested: _Fireman’s Park Date(s): _October 17, 24, 31 November 7, 2020 Other dates to be
added as needed and approved

Times: From: 1:00 PM To: 2:00PM

Event: Z ion House of Prayer Food Drive

No. of Participants: 4

Will admission be charged: ___Yes _ X_No If Yes, what amount:

Will food and/or beverages be served: ___Yes _X__No If Yes, how often:

Please list any special equipment to be used (lighting, sound system, etc.):

This will be a drive up event and for the safety of all we ask all recipients to remain in their vehicle and boxes will be loaded

Cleanup will be completed by: 2:15PM Phone: 248-231-0500

In partial consideration for the use of Superior Township premises by any person and/or organization, and as a condition thereof, such
person or organization or itself and its members, by acceptance of such use, forever releases and holds the Township of Superior
harmless from any and all claims for personal injury or property damage. All users MUST adhere to Township noise ordinances and
MUST leave the park in the same condition as originally found, including all pickup and disposal of trash. No bathroom facilities will be
provided by the Parks & Recreation Department and is the responsibility of the party renting the park.

| also understand that it is my responsibility to inform the members of the group about these restrictions and will so inform them. |
further understand that Superior Township has the right to terminate this contract at any time they deem it necessary in the best
interests of the Township.

Cleaning & Security Deposit will be returned ONLY in the event all conditions of this form are met. Additional charges WILL be charged
if any damage is found to have happened during the usage of the park.

Charges: Deposit: £
Rental Fee: =2
Additional Fees: < 4 Description:
TOTAL FEE: ) C¥
Renter’s Signature: / ,/,/ C&c?ﬁ/ 7 Date: /O - /4-20

Superior Township’s Approval: 4- /i*// / Date: __/ "l/ 5// 7eeN

RENTAL FO RMS/Farl( Rental Application - Fagc I



Hidden Gems: Green Spaces You Might Not Know
About, but Need to Explore!

By Annabelle Otto

We’re fortunate to live in a city where nature is preserved. Over 200 parks continue to be open to the public during
the pandemic in Ann Arbor, and studies have shown that being in nature makes us healthier, more creative, more
empathetic, and more likely to pursue active engagement with the world around us. No wonder Gallup Park gets so
crowded! If you're looking for a quieter space to immerse yourself in nature, these three hidden gems are
exceptional places to unplug.

Cherry Hill Nature Preserve

! ;,"jr 41“3&4
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The first place my boyfriend and I explored was the Cherry Hill Nature Preserve. This beautiful preserve features a
1.6-mile loop for people and dogs alike. While there are small sections of wooden boardwalk closer to the Wetland
Trail, most of the trails are dirt trails that would make it difficult for handicapped people to traverse. Dogs do need
to be leashed when enjoying the trails, and you should be sure to clean up after them, but Cherry Hill provides
waste disposal facilities at numerous points along the trail. Humans are not so lucky as to have facilities at Cherry
Hill, so empty your bladder beforehand.

Unfortunately, parking at Cherry Hill is almost as nonexistent as facilities. You can only park on the side of the
road close to the preserve entrance. A hand-drawn map encased in glass and wood greeted us at the entrance to the
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trail, and we found more maps dotted throughout the woods. The preserve is 15.5 miles wide and the map
showcases one large main trail named the “Big Loop Trail” with a shorter trail, cutting the distance in half, called
the “Shortcut Trail,” as well as a number of other trails.

At first, I was mildly irritated by the noise pollution. We heard cars driving through Dixboro nearby and planes
overhead. But the trees do their best to block out the noise, and as we walked deeper into the preserve, most of the
clamor faded away, and we became mesmerized by the tall trees that were spread out from each other to allow lots
of sunlight through. Although the setting is peaceful, this trail demands some dexterity since the ground is uneven
and loose sticks seem to pop up out of nowhere. We ambled through the Shortcut Trail and found ourselves on a
dense, winding path that led to a small field where we watched the clouds mosey across the sky.

After that, we decided to go into the woods rather than take the North Trail, which borders the woods. The thicket
of tall trees, after having been out in the open for the past half-mile, beckoned us. Near the entrance to the woods,
we found a tiny loop called the Ash Trail off to the right. A charming placard at the entrance informs travelers that
Boy Scout Troop 243, and specifically a boy named Tyler Allum, was in charge of creating this inviting trail in
2010. The Ash Trail takes you for a lovely stroll around a grove of ash trees. One such tree looked like it had been
split in half by lightning (or old age) so that the tree curved downward until the tips met the ground, forming a
wondrous arch to walk under. All of the different trail options definitely make for a captivating adventure.

Once we enjoyed the Ash Trail, we hiked through the sunny woods on the Woodland Trail, bending down to watch
a spider make a thin web and stopping to listen to the birds. Since this is such a quiet and seemingly obscure spot,
can easily imagine bird watchers spending hours here. After feeling like the only two people on the earth in a
beautiful woodland utopia, we crossed paths with a jogger, but she turned up another path, leaving the Wetland
Trail clear for us to explore.

A wooden boardwalk took us to a bench where we watched the sun’s rays dance over the wetlands. This was a
pond encircled by trees, grasses, and reeds. The trail back to the entrance continued to awe us as the terrain
expanded and grew into hills filled with many different species of trees. The Wetland Trail meanders around the
pond in a U-shape, and if you continue to the left of the wetlands, you’ll tind yourself on the High Bluff Trail,



which offers a more difficult hiking experience. If you’re not up for a hilly hike, the Wetland Trail connects back to
the Woodland Trail and eases you out of the preserve.

As with most nature preserves, horses are not allowed, and the signage at Cherry Hill was compelled to reiterate
that to the public. The preserve is open daily from dawn to dusk. Camping, hunting, ground fires, alcohol and
illegal substances, weapons, tireworks, littering and dumping, and unauthorized vehicles are not allowed. These
rules have allowed Cherry Hill Nature Preserve to become the sanctuary that it is, a pocket of woodland delight
that will leave you with both a sense of peace and adventure.

Cherry Hill Nature Preserve is located at 6375 Cherry Hill Road, Superior Charter Township, MI 48198. You can
find directions and information online at, superiortownship.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/Cherry-Hill-Nature-
Preserve.pdf.
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