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CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF SUPERIOR
PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING

The Parks & Recreation Commission
SEPTEMBER 2025
Regular Meeting
will be held on
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 2025 @ 6:30 p.m.
at
SUPERIOR TOWNSHIP HALL
3040 N. Prospect Rd.

Superior Township, MI 48198
(N/E Corner of Cherry Hill & Prospect)

Superior Township will provide necessary reasonable auxiliary aids and
services to individuals with disabilities upon four (4) business days’ notice to
the Township. Individuals requiring auxiliary aids or services should contact
Superior Charter Township Parks & Recreation Department.
For additional info call: (734) 480-5502
or email: superiorparks@superior-twp.org
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PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION REGULAR MEETING
SEPTEMBER 22, 2025 @ 6:30 P.M.
AGENDA

1) CALLTO ORDER

2) ROLL CALL

3) FLAG SALUTE

4) AGENDA APPROVAL

5) PRIOR MEETING MINUTES APPROVAL
A) August 25, 2025; Regular Meeting

6) CITIZENS PARTICIPATION

7) REPORTS
A) Chairperson
B} Director
C)} Board Licison
D) Board Meeting Aftendee
E) Park Steward
F) Safety

8) COMMUNICATIONS
A) Committee fo Promote Superior Township: September Highlights Infographic

9) OLD BUSINESS
A) Firemans Park Final Pay Applicafion
B) Community Farm & BirdSong Farming Agreement 2025 - 2030
C) 2025 Budget Preparation

10) NEW BUSINESS
A} Forest Forensics Volunteers: Cherry Hill Naiure Preserve, Saturday, October 4, 1:00pm
B} Pumpkin Carving Volunteers: Saturday, October 25", 11:00am - 2:00pm

11) BILLS FOR PAYMENT
A) August 26, 2025 — September 22, 2025

12) FINANCIAL STATEMENT
A} August 2025 Revenue & Expenditure Report

13) PLEAS AND PETITIONS

14) ADJOURNMENT

Next Meeting: Monday, October 23, 2025 @ 6:30pm



Superior Charter Township Park Commission
Regular Meeting
August 25, 2025

Proposed Minutes
Call to Order
The meeting was called to order by Chair Nahid Sanii-Yahyai at 6:30 pm.

Roll Call
Park Commissioners present: Nahid Sanii-Yahyai, Greg Vessels, Martha Kern-Boprie,
Sharon Bryant-Phillips, Jack Smiley, Matthew Yahyai, Curtis Freeman

Park Commissioners absent: none

Others present: Trustee Sarah Devereaux; Juan Bradford, Park Director; Lynn Rose, Julianna Bonta, Donna
Russell, Walter Raugh, Enid Aquirre, and other unidentified people.

Flag Salute
Chair Nahid Sanii-Yahyai led those assembled in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

Agenda Approval
It was moved by Matthew Yahyai and supported by Greg Vessels to approve the agenda as drafted. The
motion carried.

Prior Meeting Minutes Approval

A. July 28, 2025
It was moved by Curtis Freeman and supported by Matthew Yahyai to approve the minutes of 7/28/25
as drafted. Jack Smiley asked to amend the text in 9.A. Old Business Birdsong Nature Preserve Update
with the following: in the last sentence of the first paragraph, after the words “The restoration” delete
the word “is” and add the words “and improvements are” and after the word “take” insert the word
“over” and change the dollar amount to $225,000.” So that the sentence reads “The restoration and
improvements are projected to take over two years and cost a total of $225,000.” The change was
accepted by the maker and supporter of the motion. The amended motion carried.

Citizens Participation

Lynn Rose 1931 Sheffield Drive Resides in Lakeview Estates condominiums. She asked if a dog park is
proposed on Prospect Road south of Berkshire. She supports a park there, and opposes the residential
development under review there. Jack Smiley responded that he asked to have consideration of a dog
park placed on the Park Commission agenda before he heard about the subdivision proposal. Jack noted
that land prices are rising, and this would be a good time to acquire the land. Lynn Rose commented that
several people in the audience were with her, and supported her position.

Julianne Bonta 1797 Sheffield Drive Resides in Lakeview Estates condominiums. She is opposed to
housing construction on Prospect Road south of Berkshire.

Donna Russell resides near the proposed housing construction on Prospect Road south of Berkshire, and
is opposed to it.

Walter Raugh resides near the proposed housing construction on Prospect Road. He is opposed to this
construction and wants the land kept open in perpetuity. Concentrate the population in Ann Arbor.

Enid Aquirre 8316 Lakeview Drive resides in Lakeview Estates condominiums. She is opposed to
development and likes open space.



7.

Reports

A

Chairperson

Nahid Sanii-Yahyai reported that she, Matthew Yahyai and Curtis Freeman participated in “Shop with a
Cop”. The event was well attended, and 250 backpacks were given away to school children.

She attended the township board meeting on August 18. Much concern was expressed by township
board members over the decrease in general fund balance. The township received a letter from the
Michigan Department of Treasury that expressed concern over the low general fund balance.
According to best practices, the balance should be at least $1,800,000 and presently is around
$900,000. Trustee Sarah Devereaux reported that the sale of a lease of space on a cell phone tower
will prove $600,000. This is a one-time sale, not annual rental income. The interest generated by the
$600,000 over seven years will make up for annual rental income. This sale will help make up for the
$900,000 shortfall in fund balance. The hiring freeze will continue. A work session is expected to plan
for hiring needs.

Nahid attended the Dixboro Farmers Market, and met people who regularly attend from Oakland
County. Nahid and Jack Smiley participated in the Midsummer Greenway Delight Walk on August 24
in Cherry Hill Nature Preserve.

Director
Juan Bradford submitted a written report. He introduced Ricky Barber who was recently promoted
from seasonal part-time to permanent part-time employment.

Board Liaison

Trustee Sarah Devereaux did not attend the township board meeting on August 18, but filled in the
detail on general fund finances noted in the Chairperson report. Curtis Freeman spoke about the
budget crunch, and urged Park Commissioners to be vigilant about protecting the Park Fund budget.

Board Meeting Attendee
None of the park commissioners remembered being the Board Attendee scheduled for the August 18
township board meeting.

Park Steward
No report. Juan Bradford commented that some people have expressed interest in serving as a Park
Steward.

Safety
Juan reported there have been cases of poison ivy and bee stings, but no accidents.

It was moved by Martha Kern-Boprie and supported by Curtis Freeman to receive the reports. The
motion carried.

Communications
A. Committee to Promate Superior Township: August Highlights Infographic

B.

Southeast Michigan Land Conservancy: Summer 2005 Update

It was moved by Sharon Bryant-Phillips and supported by Curtis Freeman to receive the communications.
The motion carried.

Old Business

A.

Birdsong Nature Preserve Update
Bluebird chicks have fledged. Waiting for action on federal grants.

10. New Business

A

Live — Here — Now concert September 13 Fireman’s Park 4:00 — 7:30 pm
Volunteers are needed. The following park commissioners will help:
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Nahid Sanii-Yahyai Martha Kern-Boprie
Matthew Yahyai Curtis Freeman

Park Reservation at Cherry Hill Nature Preserve (CHNP)

A group of 15 people making a movie will use the CHNP for 48 hours, from October 7 at 8:00 am to
October 9 at 8:00 am. Most activity will take place in the evening and night. Juan Bradford is securing
waivers to ensure the township is not liable should anyone or thing be injured or damaged.

Community Farm and Birdsong Farming Agreement 2025 to 2030

A draft agreement between Steven Peach {Mr. Peach) and the Superior Charter Township Park
Commission (STPRC) to permit Mr. Peach to occupy and use 190 acres of real property in sections 20
and 29 of Superior Township, referred to as the southern half of Birdsong Nature Preserve and the
Superior Township Community Farm, for agricultural purposes, for the period January 1, 2026 through
December 31, 2030 was presented to the park commission.

Extensive discussion took place about pesticides, herbicides and particular fertilizers used by Mr.
Peach in other locations. Suggestions were made to amend the agreement to prevent application of
these products on this property, and to shorten the term of the agreement, to check for actual activity
during the agreement period. Jack Smiley suggested that if we cannot locate a crop farmer that
would observe our standards, hay farming should be considered. Hay farming makes a lower impact
on soil. Juan Bradford estimated that Steve Peach would like the agreement in place by October.

The committee will make a site visit to the property. Jack Smiley will send email to committee
members to firm up date and time of the site visit.

Proposed Land Acquisition for Dog Park

Jack Smiley stated he is interested in securing property for a dog park in Superior Township. He thinks
this is something the township needs. He also suggested the real estate on the east side of Prospect
Road south of Berkshire would be a good location for a dog park. He noted the township Tree
Preservation Fund could be used to help purchase property for a dog park. Jack will contact legal
counsel about the potential of condemning land for this purpose.

It was moved by Jack Smiley and supported by Sharon Bryant-Phillips that the Superior Township
Parks & Recreation Commission support acquiring Parcel J-10-34-300-001 (26.52 acres) and Parcel J-
34-300-019 (22.65 acres) for a township park. We recommend that the Tree Preservation Fund be
used for this purpose, and that additional funding be sought from the City of Ann Arbor Greenbelt
Program, the Washtenaw County Park & Recreation Commission, and other grant sources.

A roll call vote was taken on the motion.

Nahid Sanii-Yahyai Yes
Greg Vessels Yes
Martha Kern-Boprie No
Sharon Bryant-Phillips Yes
Jack Smiley Yes
Curtis Freeman Yes
Matthew Yahyai Yes

The motion carried.

Zero Turn Lawn Mower

Juan Bradford obtained five bids for a zero turn lawn mower. These came from three different
vendors. Two of the bids were for the specific model requested: 2025 Exmark Lazer Z Diesel Zero
Turn. The bids were:

Vendor Product Bid Price
Boullion Sales, Dexter Mi Toro 72030 Z Master Zero Turn $23,293.18
Boullion Sales, Dexter M| Exmark Lazer Z Zero Turn $23,317.36
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11.

12.

13.

Weingartz, Farmington Hills M Exmark Lazer Z Zero Turn $23,317.99
Boullion Sales, Dexter Ml Toro 72076 Z Master Zero Turn $29,224.68
Spartan Distributors, Sparta Ml Toro Groundsmaster 3200 4WD $30,722.74

It was moved by Martha Kern-Boprie and supported by Curtis Freeman to approve purchase of a
2025 Exmark Lazer Z Diesel Zero-Turn Mower Model LZS80TDYM724WO0 from Boullion Sales for a
price not to exceed $23,317.36.

A roll call vote was taken on the motion.

Nahid Sanii-Yahyai Yes
Greg Vessels Yes
Martha Kern-Boprie Yes
Curtis Freeman Yes
Matthew Yahyai Yes
Sharon Bryant-Phillips Yes
Jack Smiley Yes

The motion carried.

F. Disc Golf Update
Juan Bradford reported that Steve Albert has volunteered at least 120 hours of his time toward
installation of the Disc Golf Course. The course looks great. Steve has offered to pick up and deliver
materials. Steve will also pay for concrete needed for the course basket traps. His volunteered effort
may help us secure grants.

A bid was obtained from Discraft for nine removable disc golf baskets for a cost of $3,419.91. It was
moved by Martha Kern-Boprie and supported by Curtis Freeman to approve purchase of nine
removable disc golf baskets for a price not to exceed $3,419.91. A roll call vote was taken on the

motion.

Nahid Sanii-Yahyai Yes
Greg Vessels Yes
Martha Kern-Boprie Yes
Jack Smiley Yes
Sharon Bryant-Phillips Yes
Curtis Freeman Yes
Matthew Yahyai Yes

The motion carried.

G. 2026 Budget Preparation
Juan Bradford reviewed a budget preparation worksheet with park commissioners. The worksheet
contained the 2025 budget for each line item, actual activity mid-way through 2025 and a column to
enter 2026 budget amounts. Commissioners were encouraged to send budget ideas to Juan by
September 8.

Bills for Payment
It was moved by Greg Vessels and supported by Sharon Bryant-Phillips to approve payment of the bills
totaling $33,741.01 through 8/25/2025. The motion carried.

Financial Statements

A. July 2025 Revenue and Expenditure Report
It was moved by Curtis Freeman and supported by Matthew Yahyai to receive the July 2025 Revenue
and Expenditure report. The motion carried.

Pleas and Petitions



14,

Jack Smiley informed park commissioners that he has been paid his stipend via electronic direct deposit.
His stipend deposit was scammed and sent to another bank last month. The township reimbursed him.
He encouraged everyone to monitor their accounts.

Trustee Sarah Devereaux and Trustee Dana Green facilitated a community input session at the Ypsilanti

District Library in Superior Township. Three comments were received regarding parks.

1. Mower blades were found in a ditch near Geddes Ridge subdivision.

2. Much debris was left near a ditch, after mowing by park staff.

3. Garbage cans are no longer found on MacArthur Blvd. between Clark Rd. and Harris Rd. Juan
Bradford responded that garbage cans are the responsibility of township general fund.

Adjournment

It was moved by Greg Vessels and supported by Matthew Yahyai to adjourn at 8:30 pm. The motion
carried.

Submitted by
Martha Kern-Boprie
Park Commissioner and Secretary
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RECREATION

DIRECTORS REPORT
SEPTEMBER 22, 2025

e Next Board of Trustees Meeting: Monday, October 20, 2025 @ 7:00pm
e Parks & Recreation Commission Aftendee: Commissioner Yahyai

e Live! Here! Now!:
The Ann Arbor Summer Festival's Live! Here! Now! event was held Saturday, September 13th at
Firemans Park. Thank you Nahid, Matthew, Martha, and Curtis operated the parks & recreation
information booth. Other partners in atftendance were the Ypsilanti District Library Superior
Branch, South Point Scholars School, Washtenaw Intermediate School District Snap-Ed, and My
Brothers Keeper/CLR.

e New Exmark Zero-Turn Mower:
Our new mower was delivered by Boullion Sales on Thursday, September 18h. At that fime they
also picked up the old two mowers that we included as frade-ins.

e Park Maintenance Staff:
We have lost two of our three seasonal employees to school and other employment. This leaves
us short handed for the next two months.

e Playground Safety Inspector Certification:
Both Marco and | will be attending the Certified Playground Safety Inspector (CPSI) course
October 27t — 29thin Livonia. This will be Marco's first time taking the course.

e Posting of Special Meeting:
At the Special Meeting that was held on Monday, September 151, a resident made a statement
that the meeting was not posted on the Township website. | was able to confirm that the
meeting was in fact posted on the Township website, and was accessible by clicking on the
Meetings, and Parks & Recreation Commission tabs. The meeting was also physically posted in
the foyer at Township Hall and on the information board at the Utilities/P&R office.

Respectfully Submitted,

/Jucn Bradford



/\ Committee to Promote Superior Township [

A Volunteer Committee

Fostering pride, unity and a sense of place among

Est. 2008 Superior Township residents

C2PST September Highlights

« Social Media: We've seen strong growth in new
users. Our focus is shifting to more frequent, diverse
content to encourage return visits and spread the
word about all things Superior. Recent contributions
came from Parks & Rec, the Ypsilanti District Library,
and the Supervisor’s Office.

o Library Display: A new display highlights the official
announcement of the BirdSong Nature Preserve and
Superior Township Community Farm, complete with
maps and photos.

« C2PST Booth at Folk Festival: On September 20,
C2PST will host an information booth at the
Michigan Folk School Folk Festival. Similar to our
Dixboro Farmers’ Market booth, this one will place
added emphasis on township history.

» Dixboro Farmers’ Market Vendor Spotlight: Our
new social media feature spotlighting vendors at the
Dixboro Farmers’ Market continues to see strong
engagement and positive responses. So far this
month, we’ve highlighted Vera’s Kuntry Bakery,
showcasing the delicious variety of homemade

baked goods she brings to the community.

Special Thank you to our Working Committee

Brenda Baker, Margery Dosey, Katie Russo,
Carole Hann, Nancy Caviston, Haneen Alaouie

CZPST@Superlor th g Gsuperior -h;rhtunl; vnship

Michigan Folk School _ £raft Demonstrations

Folk Festival M

urday, Septensber 20 - Masi i su % Anctio
7mvlym outh Road, Ann Ard N Maiot

Vendor Spatlight!

DIXBORO FARMERS' MARKET

Vera's Kuntry Bakery

Vera's Kuntry Bakery, owned by Vera Merkle of Canton Michigan, s bringing
homemade comfort to the Dixboro Farmers' Market for the very first time this year.
Baking has always been her passion, and that love shines through in the wide
variety of goods she offers. From pies and cakes to cookies, sweet breads, frozen
pastries, cabbage rols, shepherd's pie, and pierogis, every item is made completely
from scratch-inclading her own pie crusts 2nd filings. Vera s 350 2 fully icensed
mmmmm depth to her culinary offerings.

the time and care she puts into her baking. She describes the Dixtoro community
a ‘fantastic” and she's excited to share her creations with such a wekoming
group. With both sweet and savory opticns, Vera's Kuntry Bakery brings a
homemade touch that's quickly becoming a new favorite at the market.

Connect with us

Instagram Facebook




OHM

Advancing Communities®
September 12, 2025

Mzt. Juan Bradford

Supetior Twp Parks and Recreation
3040 North Prospect Road
Ypsilanti, MT 48198

Regarding: Fireman’s Park Improvements
OHM Job No. 0140-22-0070

Dear Mr. Bradford:

Enclosed ate Construction Payment Application No. 5 (FINAL) and the required documents for final payment.
These documents are as follows: 1) Contractor’s Declaration; 2) Contractot’s Affidavit; 3) Consent of Sutety;
4) Contractor’s Sworn Statement; and 5) Full Unconditional Waivers from subcontractors and suppliets.

KKAB Enterprises, Inc. has completed the work shown on the payment application for the period ending June 30,
2025 and we would recommend payment to the Contractor in the amount of $15,000.00 which includes the full
release of previously held retainage.

Sincerely,

OHM Advisors

Dighalty signed by Claire Martin
us,

. . DN:Q_= - ,
Claire Martin ggenmngomscscon,

Date:2025.09.15 13:41:52-04'00'

Claire Martin, PE
Project Manager

cc Mariah Cummings, PE OHM
Jenna McCutchen, OHM
George Tsakoff, OHM
File

P:\0126_0165\0140220070_Firemans_Park_Drainage\_Construction\Pay Apps_CO\Pay Apps\PA #5 FINAL\Pay App No.5 (FINAL) Firemans
Park.docx

OHM Advisors®

355 SOUTH ZEEB ROAD, SUITE A T 734522671
ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN 48103 F 734.522.6427 OHM-Advisors.com
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FOREST FORENSICS.

WITH

SUPERIOR TOWNSHIP “3
PARKS & RECREATION

J7Y SATURDAY, OCTOBER 4TH s
A~ 100PM SHARP e
“”« CHERRY HILL NATURE PRESERVE >-

i 6255 CHERRY HILL RD.

JO-MINUTE GUIDED HIKE FOR FAMILIES AND KID3 OF %
ALL AGES THROUGH THE PRESERVE TO INVESTIGATE & \ '
~ EXPIORE ITS WONDERS. ALL RIDS IN ATTENDANCE g
WILL RECEIVE THEIR OWN FOREST FORENSICS KIT Ry

(15%) 480-5502
FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
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