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CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF SUPERIOR
PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING

The Parks & Recreation Commission
AUGUST 2024
Regular Meeting
will be held on
MONDAY, AUGUST 26, 2024 @ 6:30 p.m.
at
SUPERIOR TOWNSHIP HALL
3040 N. Prospect Rd.

Superior Township, M 48198
(N/E Corner of Cherry Hill & Prospect)

Superior Township will provide necessary reasonable auxiliary aids and
services to individuals with disabilities upon four (4) business days’ notice to
the Township. Individuals requiring auxiliary aids or services should contact
Superior Charter Township Parks & Recreation Department.

For additional info call: (734) 480-5502
or email: superiorparks@superior-twp.org
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PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION REGULAR MEETING
AUGUST 26, 2024 @ 6:30 P.M.
AGENDA

1) CALLTO ORDER

2) ROLL CALL

3) FLAG SALUTE

4) AGENDA APPROVAL

5) PRIOR MEETING MINUTES APPROVAL
A) July 22, 2023

6) CITIZENS PARTICIPATION

7) REPORTS
A) Chairperson
B} Director
C) Board Liaison
D) Board Meeting Attendee
E) Park Steward
F) Safety

8) COMMUNICATIONS
A) Educational; NRPA How Nature Relieves Stress & Boosts Wellbeing
B) Donation Thank You Letter to Jack & Margy Goodnoe

9) OLD BUSINESS
A) Community Cenfer Advisory Committee Update
B) Ypsilanti Township Community Center
C) Fireman’s Park Improvements Update
D) "Rock™ Property Committee Update
E) Dixboro Village Green Update

10) NEW BUSINESS
A) 2025 Budget Preparation
B) Volunteers; Movies in the Park, Saturday, September 14th
C) Volunteers; Livel Herel Now!, Saturday, September 28h
D) ARPA Programs;
e CIR
s Building Trades
o Survivors Speak Civic Engagement Night (Series)

11) BILLS FOR PAYMENT
A) July 23, 2024 — August 26, 2024

12) FINANCIAL STATEMENT
A) July 2024 Revenue & Expenditure Report

13) PLEAS AND PETITIONS

14) ADJOURNMENT Next Meeting: Monday, September 23, 2024 @ 6:30pm



Superior Charter Township Park & Recreation Commission
Regular Meeting
July 22, 2024

Proposed Minutes

Call to Order
The meeting was called to order by Chair Nahid Sanii-Yahyai at 6:30 pm.

Roll Call
Park Commissioners present: Nahid Sanii-Yahyai, Greg Vessels, Martha Kern-Boprie, Curtis Freeman, Riley
Schofield, Jack Smiley, Guy Conti

Park Commissioners absent: none
Others present: Trustee Bernice Lindke; Juan Bradford, Director; Jan Piert, Brenda Baker

Flag Salute
Chair Nahid Sanii-Yahyai led those assembled in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag

Agenda Approval

It was moved by Nahid Sanii-Yahyai and supported by Greg Vessels to approve the agenda with the
addition of Communications D. Bicycle Helmet Donation and Old Business D. Rock Property Committee.
The motion carried.

Prior Meeting Minutes Approval

A. June 24,2024
It was moved by Riley Schofield and supported by Greg Vessels to approve the minutes of June 24,
2024 as drafted. The motion carried.

Citizen Participation

Jan Piert asked for an update on the Rock Property Committee. Commissioners responded this will be
discussed later in the Old Business portion of the agenda tonight.

Brenda Baker presented to park commissioners a schedule of Full Moon Campfires to be held in the
LeFurge Woods Nature Preserve in August and September 2024. The campfires are hosted by the
Southeast Michigan Land Conservancy.

Reports

A. Chairperson
Chair Nahid Sanii-Yahyai reported she attended the Movie on the Dixboro Green. There was good
collaboration with the church, school and food vendors. Turnout was less than in prior years.

B. Director
Juan Bradford submitted a written report. He noted that about 100 people attended the Movie on
the Dixboro Green, which was a bit less than last year. He noted the Dixboro United Methodist
Church staffed a craft activity table for children that many participated in. At the Dixboro Farmers
Market, the Citizens to Promote Superior Township (C2PST) staff a table, and this facilitates good
communication about Park Commission events. The memorial rock to commemorate the 200t
anniversary of the Dixboro community was delivered to the Dixboro Green.

C. Board Liaison
Trustee Bernice Lindke provided a written report on Township Board meetings held 6/26/24, 7/09/24,
7/15/24



June 26, 2024 Special Board Meeting

Meeting held to discuss the escrow account audit, regular audit of year ended 12/31/23, Priority
Waste purchase of GFL, emergency repair of a fire truck and campaigning procedures

No audit issues impacted the Park Fund. The escrow audit focused on payment of $100,000.00 to the
wrong owner of an escrow account. The regular audit focused on two findings/comments from prior
audits and a recommendation that the Township Board review designated fund balances as part of its
annual budget approval process.

Priority Waste has begun waste management services for the township. Paul Ruthenberg, an
administrator from Priority Waste, addressed concerns and issues.

Clerk Findley discussed issues about placement of campaign signs. A motion was approved that
specifically prohibits township officials and other staff from advising residents during work hours
while at work sites on who to vote for in the upcoming elections.

July 9, 2024 Special Board Meeting

The meeting focused issues surrounding waste management as Priority Waste assumes trash,
recyclables and compost pick-up in the township. Mr. Sam Caramagno from Priority Waste attended
the meeting and hear complaints and issues from man residents. He discussed the start-up issues
facing the takeover from GFL and the need for better communication between his company, township
officials and residents.

July 15, 2024 Regular Board Meeting

Juan Bradford was complimented on good work done at Fireman'’s Park and Clay Hill Farms. One
speaker praised several improvements in the MacArthur/Harris corner: YDL Library, Fireman’s Park
and Clay Hill Farms.

A revised Purchasing Policy was approved for the township.

ARPA funds totaling $65,000 were transferred to Parks and Recreation to cover engineering expenses
for Fireman’s Park. Originally those expenses were charged to the General Fund.

Willow Run Acres received approval for a Transient and Amusement Enterprises Activity Permit to
farm, educate, have a farmer’s market, and other types of sales at the Clay Hill Farms site.

Board Meeting Attendee
Riley Schofield attended the July 15, 2024 township board meeting, and concurred with Trustee
Lindke’s report.

Park Steward
No report.

Safety
There have been no accidents or injuries in the past month.

It was moved by Curtis Freeman and supported by Riley Schofield to receive the reports. The motion
carried.

Communications

A

B.
C
D.

Controllers Report

Letter to MDOT Regarding Additional ADA Ramps on MacArthur Pathway
“Rock” Property Farming Lease

Bicycle Helmet Donation Letter

It was moved by Greg Vessels and supported by Curtis Freeman to receive the Communications. The
motion carried.

Old Business



Community Center Advisory Committee
Notice has been posted for public comment on demolition of the former Cheney School structure.

Use of Ypsilanti Township Recreation Facilities by Superior Township Residents
No update.

Fireman’s Park Improvements Update
Completing punch list items. Some regrading may be needed. Vandalism of graffiti from a few weeks
ago has been cleaned.

“Rock” Property Committee

The following people were appointed to the “Rock” Property Committee to discuss use of the “Rock”
Property.

Jack Smiley — park commissioner

Nahid Sanii-Yahyai — park commissioner

Curtis Freeman — park commissioner

Jan Piert

Bernice Lindke

Jack Smiley will chair this committee. Committee members agreed to have a brief meeting after the
Park Commission meeting adjourns to discuss meeting schedules.

10. New Business

A.

Bug Hunt Event on July 27 at Cherry Hill Nature Preserve — volunteers needed
Nahid Sanii-Yahyai and Jack Smiley volunteered

Village of Dixboro 200™" Celebration — volunteers needed
Friday August 2 Farmers Market 3:00 pm to dusk

Nahid Sanii-Yahyai

Greg Vessels

Martha Kern-Boprie

Saturday August 3 12:00 noon to 6:00 pm
Martha Kern-Boprie

Sunday August 4
No volunteers.

Shop with a Cop on August 9 — volunteers needed
Nahid Sanii-Yahyai

Movies in the Park August 10 Oakbrook Park — volunteers needed
Martha Kern-Boprie

Nahid Sanii-Yahyai

Volunteers should arrive at 7:30 pm. Movie will screen at 9:00 pm.

Dixboro Village Green Improvements
Projects to complete include:

Repair windows in schoolhouse
install plague on memorial rock
Expand parking area

11. Bills for Payment



12.

13.

14.

It was moved by Curtis Freeman and supported by Greg Vessels to approve payment of the bills totaling
$46,721.11 through 7/22/2024. The motion carried.

Financial statements
It was moved by Riley Schofield and supported by Greg Vessels to receive the Financial Statements for the
period ending 6/30/2024. The motion carried.

Pleas and Petitions

Greg Vessels asked if there was a possibility of installing community gardens and/or a farmer’s market at
the northwest corner of Clark and Prospect Roads. This location has very good road access, but does not
look good. Martha Kern-Boprie noted a gasoline station used to be located there, and although the
underground storage tanks and contaminated soil were removed, it may not be the best place to grow
food. Jan Piert and Juan Bradford noted it does not have a water supply. Juan suggested it would be
better to get the Clay Hills Farm fully functional, before taking on a project at this site. The site at Clark
and Prospect Roads is in private ownership.

Adjournment
It was moved by Riley Schofield and supported by Greg Vessels to adjourn at 7:10 pm. The motion carried.

Submitted by,
Martha Kern-Boprie, Park Commissioner and Secretary



PARKS &
RECREATION
DIRECTORS REPORT
AUGUST 26, 2024

e Next Board of Trustees Meeting: Monday, September 16, 2024 @ 7:00pm
Parks & Recreation Commission Attendee: Commissioner Freeman

e Thank you to the Commissioners that volunteered at our events over the last month which
included Movies in the Park, Village of Dixboro 200t Anniversary Celebration, and the Bug
Hunt. It was a very busy month, and these events would not have been as successful without
the support of the Commission volunteers & their spouses.

o Jack Smiley and | had a meeting with Southeast Michigan Land Conservancy, and The City of
Ann Arbor P&R Land Acquisition Supervisor, Rosie Pahl Donaldson to discuss placing a
conservation easement on the “Bird Song” Nature Preserve. This is an ongoing discussion with
much work to do before anything is finalized.

¢ We received a donation from the Estate of Diana Rivis totaling $558. This is the second
donation received from Ms. Rivis' estate.

e The Clay Hill Community Farm & Garden project continues to move forward. Soil amenities
have been added to the Harris Rd and fruit trees will be planted in October. Due to
unexpected cost, they have decided to tap intfo the municipal water system as opposed to
installing a well. This should be completed over the next four weeks depending on weather
and confractor availability.

o The service enfrance fence and gate at Cherry Hill Nature Preserve was vandalized and
stolen TWICE over that last month. It has been replaced with six-inch steel post filled with
concrete and a wielded barrier gate. | did file a police report but there is no evidence as to
who was involved.

e  We have had two of our permanent part-time staff members resign over the last two weeks.
They have both left for full fime positions that include better pay, health insurance, and
refirement benefits. The loss of valued employees continues to be an issue that we must
address immediately if we wish to be successful moving forward. | am strongly
recommending that we include three full-time Park Maintenance positions in the 2025
budget. We will discuss this in depth later in the agenda.

o | willbe on vacation September 4h, 5, and éth. | will be available by email, text, and cell
phone if a need arises.

Respectfully Submitted,

¢

Juan Bradford



How Nature Relieves Stress
and Boosts Well-Being

By Colton Patak

n today’s fast-paced world, where the hustle and bustle of daily life
often can feel overwhelming, finding moments of peace and sereni-
ty becomes essential for our mental well-being. In the heart of bus-
tling cities, parks emerge as these serene oases, offering us a chance
to escape the chaos and reconnect with nature. But parks aren’t just pretty
spaces; they’re powerful allies for our mental health, providing a vital con-
nection to nature that helps us unwind, de-stress and feel rejuvenated.

Finding Solace in Nature
The idea that nature has a healing
touch isn’t new, but in our modern
world, its importance in helping us
combat stress and anxiety has be-
come increasingly clear. According
to a study conducted by researchers
at Stanford University, participants
who took a nature walk showed a
significant decrease in rumination —
a pattern of negative thinking that of-
ten accompanies stress — compared
to those who walked in an urban set-
ting (tinyurl.com/42ctrshyj).

When we immerse ourselves in
nature, our senses come alive. The
rustle of leaves, the chirping of
birds, the smell of freshly cut grass
— they all work together to create
a sense of calm and tranquility.
Scientific research backs this up,
showing that being in nature low-
ers our levels of cortisol, the stress
hormone, while simultaneously
boosting feelings of relaxation and
peace. This sensory experience has
a profound impact on our men-
tal state, helping us to feel more
grounded and centered amidst the
chaos of daily life.

And let’s not forget about the
physical aspect as well. Parks en-
courage us to get moving, wheth-

er by taking a leisurely stroll or
enjoying activities like jogging or
cycling. And when we exercise in
nature, it’s like a double dose of
goodness for our mental health.
Not only does it release those feel-
good endorphins, but also it allows
us to soak in the beauty of our sur-
roundings, further enhancing our
mood and reducing stress.

But the benefits don’t stop there.
Regular exposure to parks and
green spaces has long-term perks
for our mental health, too. Re-
search suggests that people who
have easy access to nature tend to
experience lower levels of psycho-
logical distress and have a reduced
risk of developing mental health is-

‘sues. A study published in the Inter-

national Journal of Environmental Re-
search and Public Health found that
residents living in areas with more
green space reported lower levels
of symptoms of anxiety and de-
pression (tinyurl.com/49pe7vwt).
Moreover, parks serve as edu-
cational spaces where people can
learn about nature and the envi-
ronment. They provide opportu-
nities for environmental education
programs, guided nature walks and
interactive exhibits that promote

awareness and appreciation for
the natural world. By fostering a
deeper connection to nature, parks
encourage stewardship and conser-
vation efforts, ensuring the preser-
vation of green spaces for future
generations.

Parks are not only places to
be alone with our thoughts, but
also are vibrant community hubs
where we can connect with others.
Whether it’s joining a group yoga
class, attending outdoor events or
simply striking up a conversation
with a fellow parkgoer, these inter-
actions boost our sense of belong-
ing and support, reducing feelings
of loneliness and isolation.

Protecting Parks

As our cities grow and green spaces
become scarcer, it’s crucial that we
prioritize the preservation and ex-
pansion of parks. After all, they’re
not just patches of grass and trees;
they’re lifelines for our mental
health. By investing in parks, we’re
not only investing in the physical
landscape, but also in the happi-
ness and well-being of our com-
munities. Urban planning policies
that prioritize green space develop-
ment and equitable access to parks
are essential for promoting mental
well-being and building resilient
communities.

Parks are more than just pret-
ty places; they’re essential for our
mental health and well-being. They
provide us with a sanctuary where
we can escape the stresses of mod-
ern life, reconnect with nature, and
nourish our souls. So, the next time
you're feeling overwhelmed, why
not take a stroll in the park? Your
mind will thank you for it. </

Colton Patak is Program Supervisor at City of Mason (Ohio)
Parks and Recreation Department (CPatak@masonoh.org).
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August 9, 2024 /

Jack & Margy Goodnoe
2450 N. Dixboro Rd.
Superior Township, Ml 48105

Hello Jack & Margy,

On behalf of the Superior Township Parks & Recreation Commission, | would
like to extend my sincerest thanks for your kind donation of $2,500.00 to the
Superior Township Parks & Recreation Department.

Your donation will be used to fund the purchase and installation of a
Memorial Rock that will be placed on the Dixboro Village Green to represent
the 200" Anniversary of the founding of the Village of Dixboro.

The Memorial Rock and Marker will be a focal point for those entering the
Village Green for years to come, and also a reminder of the rich history of the
Dixboro area.

Thank you for helping to keep our Township Superior!
-
1 Eo

Juan Bradford

Parks & Recreation Director
Superior Township
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MOVIES IN THE PARK

Saturday, September 14™ @ Fireman’s Park
8795 MacArthur Blvd.
Family Friendly Playground Games Beginning at 7:30pm
Followed by a Showing of Disney’s WISH at 8:30pm on a Giant 20’ Screen.
Bring your Family, Friends, Chairs,
Picnic Blankets, Coolers, and Snacks!
(NO ALCOHOL)

(734) 480-5502 for Additional Information
PARKS &

RECREATION

PARKS &
RECREATION
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What is CLR Academy?

CLR Academy is a free youth sports and wellness academy supported by Washtenaw My
Brother's Keeper and AFC Ann Arbor that provides consistent mentorship, coaching and
guidance for kids K-8 with ongoing summer programming directly in the neighborhoods of the
most underserved Black and Brown youth. CLR (Community, Leadership, Revolution) uses
restorative justice circle work, conflict resolution and mindfulness techniques such as yoga,
journaling and meditation, while providing sports sampling, nutrition education and exposure to
new activities all summer long. CLR Academy not only provides free sports equipment and
snacks, but also free books along with author meet and greets and readings from community
members. From breakdancing with their friends and parents to viewing artifacts from the Black
Mobile History Museum, CLR Academy students are introduced to holistic healthy lifestyles
and empowered with new opportunities. From the past year (36 weeks) of programming at
South Pointe Scholars, we have had over 650 contacts with attendees high school aged and
younger.

Location:
South Pointe Scholars

Annual Cost:

$88,240

Location fee - $800

Healthy snacks = $3,000

Sports equipment and books = $3,000

Partner organizations and guest presenters = $3,500
Transportation - $12,600

Staffing (12) and teen assistants (3) - $65,340



CLR
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PROGCRAMMING

The day begins promptly with everyone including coaches, volunteers 1. One rapper, One mic
and participants in a circle (no one in the middle). We discuss the norms 2. Don't Hate
(rules) which are key to the foundation of making this a formal, yet fun 3. Circle of Trust
program. 4. Respect

5. Have fun!

Word of the day: In the circle, we also discuss a word of the day such as leadership, responsibility, trust,
hard work, patience and so on. We incorporate this word throughout the day with all of our coaches using
it during their sessions.

Immediately from the circle we stretch and get into a The remaining half an hour is where we introduce
dynamic warm up getting the kids active and moving different activities and things to the kids. We have
together. We then break into three pods based on done reading with local authors, yoga, community
age and rotate between three stations of football, day (video game truck and inflatables), Black Mobile
basketball and soccer for a total of 45 mins. Together History museum, nutrition day, breakdancing

the circle and these three sports take up one hour.  and journaling.

The sports are focused on getting kids active, having We take a lot of breaks to encourage healthy snacks
fun, while learning basic skills and rules through which are all provided free of charge. All of the
maximum touches on the ball and interactions with  snacks, books and sports equipment is free of charge
the coaches (playing with them). for the kids to use and to take home with them.
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LAYERS

CLR stands for community, leadership, revolution. These are our key principles and we are able to weave
these into who we are through different layers.

/, Use Black vendors, from the local community, whenever possible

0, Allocate $ for local teens who can earn a stipend for working every Saturday for the Academy

1, Connect with local sport organizations to create volunteer opportunities and special days for
the kids (local Universities, semi-pro teams, etc)

ACabeyy [

&,
N
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ACCOMPLISHMENTS SINCE 2020

= Distributed books from local Black authors such ™ Awarded $5,000 in stipends to multiple teens

as Khalid and Khalida's ABCs of Black History and ™ Kept a core group of volunteers engaged with the
Young King Take Your Stand for free kids building healthy adult/youth relationships

= Appearances from local collegiate athletes from = Gave away over 700 soccer, football and basket-
University of Michigan and EMU balls plus yoga mats, soccer goals, t-shirts, snacks

= Provided healthy snacks and drinks each week and multiple used and new books

while discussing nutrition with one week of program- ™ Over $12,000 reinvested into black organizers and
ming specific to a deeper discussion on nutrition with  organizations including authors, artists,

sampling and more entrepreneurs and activists

= |[ntroduced multiple sports and wellness activities

from soccer to yoga to breakdancing e e e TR Al



CHRISTIANLOVEFELLOWSHIP

MINISTRIES INTERNATIONAL Harold Wimberly
Senior Pastor

4

“Building Community to Reach Nations”

o
To: Superior Township Board of Trustee and Community Center Advisory \ /
Committee

My name is Harold Wimberly, Senior Pastor at Christian Love Fellowship Church
at 1601 Stamford Rd Ypsilanti 48198. | am writing this letter in regards to our
Building Trades Program we piloted for (12) Middle School students 6th through
8th grade this past February 2024 for (12) weeks It was an amazing program
that was offered to the children that lived in the 48197 and 48198 area.

The program was an opportunity to educate and train these brilliant young
minds in the trades, because all kids coming out of High School are not planning
to attend a four year College. Some will enter the trades and make a great living
in that field.

Our team has put together a comprehensive outline of the program for the fall of
2024 and the winter of 2025 along with a detailed budget for both sessions
which will cost us a total of $80,000 dollars to operate this program effectively.

We are asking the Charter Township Board of Trustees and the Community
Center Advisory Committee for financial assistance in order to run this program
in September of 2024 for (12) weeks and February of 2025 for (12) weeks. It
would be amazing if you could assist us in this effort to support our children in
learning a skill that will help educate and set up our children for success.

Thank you for your support in advance and if you have any further questions we
would be happy to address those questions and or concerns. My contact
information is (734) 545-5341 or email me at harold.wimberly@clfmi.org

Thank you,
Harold Wimberly
Senior Pastor

1601 Stamford Rd - Ypsilanti, Ml 48198 - www.clfmi.church - (734) 483-7967



Trades Programs for Youth & Adults (7rya)

https://www.tradesprogramsforyouthandadults.org/

TradesScouts Fall 2024

Program Focus: Home is Where the Heart Is

The program will provide practical classroom and hands-on instruction in building trade tools function
and identification in the building and construction trades industry. In addition to technical skills,
individuals will learn the importance of workplace etiquette, soft skills, teamwork, leadership, carpentry
math (including how to use a tape measurer).

The program’s motto is “Think It Through.” The motto is reinforced in every lesson plan showing
participates how to process issues in a healthy way and teaches practical problem-solving skills.

The Fall class will aim at teaching practical home repair techniques and basic homeownership
understanding. Students will work with mock-up structures which will be used to practice hanging wall
coverings, finishing drywall, and wall painting.

Middle Schoolers will be part of the Scouting team and the class will have four high school students who
will be apprentice to the Skilled Trades Building Captains. The Building Captains are all professional
builders and carpenters. Both groups will have a certificate graduation at the end of the 12-weeks.

The Goal of this Program:

Educate youth about the building industry

Provide youth with practical hands-on knowledge about using tools

Provide an understanding of professional ethics and soft skills training

Foster a sense of self-worth and pride in the youth

Provide direct interaction and foster mentorship with professionals of color from the building and
trades industry.

Create a sense of belonging & team building

Improve social and soft skills

Provide supervision and positive adult role modeling

Help build confidence and encourage creativity

Program participants will benefit by taking part in positive instruction from classroom teachers of color
who look like them and who can also serve as positive role models. There will be 2-5 instructors in class
depending on the activity for that day. Snacks will be provided before classroom instruction begins. The
program will consist of meeting twice a week for 1-2 hours for 12 weeks. Each class will focus on small
projects built with basic tools and have a technical skill theme. At the end of the program, students will
possibly be able to take home all the personal protection equipment and hand tools that they were issued
at the beginning of program. The group project will be a toy chest that will be donated to a Daycare
Center in the community.

Program Background: The class will be led by TPYA’s co-founder Lawyer Vaughn who is a

retired commercial carpenter. Program participants will benefit by taking part in positive instruction from
classroom teachers of color who look like them and who can also serve as positive role models.



Program Deliverables:

Students will participate in a pre & post testing to measure their knowledge and awareness of skilled trade
careers and the tools & equipment needed in each vocational career. The program will work to increase
their knowledge and skill level by introducing each class period tools & vocational information. The
expected outcomes of participation in the TS Program includes:

Increased knowledge and awareness of the building and trades industry
Increased knowledge of career options in the building and trades

Increased usage of hand tools and the basic mechanics of building and repairing
Increased sound decision making and work ethics skills

Improved teambuilding and leadership skills

Improved parental engagement in student’s career options

Key Staff for the Program:
Lawyer Vaughn, Founder and President
Cassandra Vaughn, Executive Director

Community Partnerships:

Habitat for Humanity

Home Depot

MakerWorks (Ann Arbor)

Eastern Michigan University-Science & Technology-Construction Program
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Civic Duty Education Night (Series)

Survivors Speak is an agency that seeks to bring a voice to taboo topics or social injustices. We
do this through the arts, community conversations, mobilizing communities, or any creative
platform that we discover. We further believe in the power of our voices and our votes, along
with unified efforts that will bring about change.

During the 2023/24 season, with the help of BVMF and the United Way of Washtenaw County,
we embarked upon a community outreach effort called “Civic Duty Education Night Series”. It
was a community effort that engaged the community around, not only voting, but what to do
beyond the vote. This event was held in 3 different locations, directly within disenfranchised
areas, where decisions are usually made for them, by legislators who don’t include their
needs/voices.

There’s a lack of engagement, by our politicians, to lower income communities; thus, denying
understanding the true needs of those who need help the most. That vicious cycle of ignoring
the community, also causes the community to check out of the civic process, not registering to
vote or not voting at all. They are, likely, not at the table where decisions are made for them
without them, mostly all the time. No one is reaching to them and them not knowing how to
reach or some not believing the reach will even matter.

We believe that engaging voters and potential voters is a must. And with November election
coming so swiftly, we believe that our communities deserve the information that they are being
purposely excluded from getting. This is what we will work to do with our Civic Duty Education
Night (Series).

Civic Duty Education Night will include:

e Workshop to teach constituents who their local legislators are and inform them of the
upcoming General Election in November

e Give out handbook to constituents to explain process of voting and holding legislators
accountable

e Activities for the youth

e Volunteers to help register folks to vote

e Volunteers to help with the engagement of legislators (must show proof of the
engagement to be entered into the giveaway drawings)

e We will break bread together as a community bonding moment

e Partners will have presentations (Ypsi Can | Share, VAAC, Silent Cry, Washtenaw County
Health Dept/COVID related presentation with testing (kits) and vaccinations available)

e |egislator Introductions

e Djforending celebration

e Transportation available (There And Back Transportation)

Q.

~



¢ Looking to engage 500-1000 residents/voters & potential voters within Superior (We
will be door knocking to give people voting info and to invite them to CDENs. Precinct
numbers are low, so we will engage everyone we can.)

e And more

These education nights will take place Superior Township. Our push is to register everyone who
isn’t registered to vote and have individuals connect with their legislators. It is our hope that
they (attendees) will leave encouraged and ready to take a seat at the decision-making table,
even some feeling inspired to run for office. And most of all we hope they leave ready to vote in
November’s Election. Change starts within everyone, then in our communities. We believe that
working together, as a community, we can achieve anything. We can encourage others to get
on board to vote and work alongside their legislators; pushing them to meet our specific needs.
We must understand that our VOTES represent our VOICES. “Nothing For Us Without Us”

Thank you for the opportunity to submit this proposal.

Proposed Budget

Venue $1500

Food $2000

Prints/Marketing $1500

Giveaways for Passport Participation $1500 (3 Playstation 5 Gaming Consoles)
Face Painting/Balloon Artistry/Youth activities $1500

Admin Expenses $1500

Miscellaneous/Supplies $1000

Total for Civic Duty Education Night $10,500.00
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