
SUPERIOR CHARTER TOWNSHIP  

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 

3040 N. PROSPECT RD., YPSILANTI, MI 48198 

 

WEDNESDAY 

SEPTEMBER 06, 2023 

7:00 P.M. 

AGENDA 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

 

2. ROLL CALL 

 

3. ADOPTION OF AGENDA 

 

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

 

A. Approval of the February 7, 2023 minutes 

  

5. CITIZEN PARTICIPATION 

 

6. COMMUNICATIONS 

 

7. PUBLIC HEARINGS AND CONSIDERATION OF APPEALS 

 

 A. ZBA #23-02 5843 Vreeland Road – Accessory Structure 

Variance from Section 3.101 (Dimensional Standards) to allow for 

an increase in ground floor coverage (GFC) and floor area ratio 

(FAR) in order to build an accessory structure.  

 

8. OLD BUSINESS 

 

9. OTHER BUSINESS AS NECESSARY 

  

   10. ADJOURNMENT 
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1. CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting of the Superior Charter Township Zoning Board of Appeals was 
called to order by Chairman Dail at 7:00 p.m. 

2. ROLL CALL 

The Zoning Board of Appeals members present were Brennan, Craigmile, Dail, 
and Lewis. Parm and Deeds were absent. Laura Bennett, Planning & Zoning 
Administrator, was also in attendance.  A quorum was present.  

3. ADOPTION OF AGENDA 

A motion was made by Member Brennan and supported by Member Lewis to 
adopt the agenda as presented. The motion carried. 

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A motion was made by Member Craigmile and supported by Member Brennan 
to postpone approval of the minutes of January 31, 2023, to give Members 
additional time to review.  The motion carried.  

5. CITIZEN PARTICIPATION 

None. 

6. COMMUNICATIONS  

None. 

7. PUBLIC HEARINGS AND CONSIDERATION OF APPEALS  

None. 

8. OLD BUSINESS 

A. ZBA 23-01 10024 Ford Road – Solar 

Member Dail reviewed the following standards of review set forth in 
Section 13.08B: 
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B. Standards for Review. 

 

A variance shall not be granted unless all of the following standards are 
met: 
 
1. Special conditions and circumstances exist that are unique to the land, 
structures, or buildings involved, and are not applicable to other lands, 
structures, or buildings in the same district, subject to the following:  
 

a. The existence of nonconforming dwellings, lots of record, 
structures, uses, or sites on neighboring lands in the same zoning 
district or other zoning districts shall not be considered grounds for a 
variance. 

 
b. The special conditions and circumstances on which the variance 
request is based do not result from the actions of the applicant. 

 
2. Literal interpretation of this Ordinance would deprive the applicant of 
rights commonly enjoyed by other property owners in the same district 
under the terms of this Ordinance. 
 
3. Granting the variance requested would not confer upon the applicant 
any special privilege that is denied by the Ordinance to other lands, 
structures, or buildings in the same district. 
 
4. A variance granted shall be the minimum that will make possible a 
reasonable use of the land, building, or structure. The Board of Appeals 
may consider lesser variances than that requested by an applicant. 
 
5. The variance granted shall be in harmony with the intent of this 
Ordinance and will not be injurious to the environment, neighborhood, or 
otherwise detrimental to the public interest. 
 
Zoning Board of Appeals Members were in agreement that most 
homeowners in the A-1 (Agricultural District) Zoning District, could 
install ground-mounted solar panels without needing to seek a variance.  
However, Member Dail shared thoughts that approving this variance 
could set a precedent for future homeowners in this situation.  
 
Members discussed whether granting this variance could confer special 

privileges. There was agreement that special privileges could be 
conferred.  
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Additionally, Members felt that this solar panel array would not be 
harmonious with the intent of the Ordinance. With the site being located 
so close to Ford Road, Member Dail feels it would be injurious to the 
environment due to viability and esthetics. The other Members agreed 
with Member Dail.  
 
Motion by Member Brennan, supported by Member Craigmile, to deny 
ZBA 23-01, 10024 Ford Road – Solar Variance, find that it does not meet 
the Standards of Review set forth in Section 13.08B of the Superior 
Township Zoning Ordinance.  
 
Roll Call: 

Yes:  Brennan, Craigmile, Dail, Lewis. 
No:  None. 
Absent: Deeds, Parm.  
Abstain: None. 

The motion carried. 

9. OTHER BUSINESS AS NECESSARY 

None. 

10.   ADJOURNMENT 

A motion was made by Member Lewis and supported by Member Brennan to 
adjourn the meeting at 7:30 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Doug Dail, Chairman Zoning Board of Appeals  
 
Laura Bennett, Recording Secretary  
Superior Charter Township 
3040 N. Prospect, Ypsilanti, MI 48198 



 
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 

SUPERIOR CHARTER TOWNSHIP 
SUPERIOR TOWNSHIP HALL 

3040 N. PROSPECT, YPSILANTI, MI 48198 
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 6, 2023 

7:00 p.m. 
 

ZBA #23-02 
 

The Superior Township Zoning Board of Appeals will hold a public hearing on Wednesday, 
September 6, 2023, at 7:00 p.m. at the Superior Township Hall, 3040 N. Prospect, on a request 
for the following variance from the Superior Township Zoning Ordinance: 
 

Variance from Section 3.101 (Dimensional Standards) to allow for an increase in 
ground floor coverage (GFC) and floor area ratio (FAR) in order to build an 
accessory structure.  

 
The property is located at 5843 Vreeland Road and is zoned A-1 (Agriculture District). 
 
Parcel ID # J-10-19-400-010 
     
A complete copy of the petition for variance is available for inspection or copying at the 
Township Hall 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. weekdays, and also online at 
www.superiortownship.org/meetings/zoning-board-of-appeals. 
 
Persons wishing to express their views may do so in person at the public hearing, or in writing 
addressed to the Zoning Board of Appeals at the above address.  Superior Township will provide 
necessary reasonable auxiliary aids and services to individuals with disabilities upon four (4) 
business days notice to the Township.  Individuals requiring auxiliary aids or services should 
contact Superior Charter Township by writing the Township Clerk. 
 
Laura Bennett, Planning & Zoning Administrator 
3040 N. Prospect 
Ypsilanti, MI 48198 
planning@superior-twp.org 
734-482-6099 
 

http://www.superiortownship.org/meetings/zoning-board-of-appeals
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