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1. CALL TO ORDER 
 

The regular meeting of the Charter Township of Superior Board was called to order by the 
Supervisor Ken Schwartz at 7:00 p.m. on March 20, 2023, at the Superior Township Hall, 3040 
North Prospect, Superior Township, Michigan. 

 
2.      PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 
Supervisor Schwartz led the assembly in the pledge of allegiance to the flag.  

 
3. ROLL CALL 

 
The members present were Supervisor Ken Schwartz, Clerk Lynette Findley, Treasurer Lisa 
Lewis, Trustee Nancy Caviston, Trustee Bernice Lindke, and Trustee Rhonda McGill. 
 
Absent: Trustee Bill Secrest 

 
4. ADOPTION OF AGENDA 

 
It was moved by Trustee Lindke supported by Treasurer Lewis, to adopt the agenda. 
The motion carried by unanimous vote. 
 

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
  

A. FEBRUARY 21, 2023, REGULAR MEETING 
 

It was moved by Trustee McGill supported by Trustee Caviston, to approve the minutes of the 
special Board meeting of February 21, 2023.    
 
Trustee Lindke asked that the memo from Claire Martin be included. 
 
The motion carried by unanimous vote. 

 
B. MARCH 7, 2023, SPECIAL MEETING 

 
It was moved by Trustee Caviston supported by Trustee McGill, to approve the minutes of the 
regular Board meeting of March 7, 2023, as presented.    
 
The motion carried by unanimous vote. 
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6.   CITIZEN PARTICIPATION 
 

A. CITIZEN COMMENTS 
 

• Josie Lee, Warren Rd, made comments opposing the rezoning of the property at 
3900 Dixboro Rd. 

• Marjorie Brawer, Fleming Ridge, made comments opposing the rezoning of the 
property at 3900 Dixboro Rd. 

• Mary Glencer, Vorhies Rd, made comments opposing the rezoning of the 
property at 3900 Dixboro Rd. 

• Roberta Colaner, made comments opposing the rezoning of the property at 3900 
Dixboro Rd.  

• Douglas Dail, Warren Rd, made comments opposing the rezoning of the property 
at 3900 Dixboro Rd.  

• Danny, Ann Arbor, made comments in favor of the rezoning of the property at 
3900 Dixboro Rd.   

• Stephen Henley, Warren Rd, made comments opposing the rezoning of the 
property at 3900 Dixboro Rd.  

• Supervisor Schwartz informed the residents that the Board appreciates everyone 
coming out, but the Board would not be making a decision because they have not 
received a plan at this time.   

• Joey, Ann Arbor, made comments in favor of the rezoning of the property at 3900 
Dixboro Rd.    

• Fred Lucas, Township Attorney, explained the process of rezoning.   
• Yume Preston, Fleming Ridge, made comments opposing the rezoning of the 

property at 3900 Dixboro Rd.  
• Tamarus, Ypsilanti, made comments in favor of the rezoning of the property at 

3900 Dixboro Rd.    
• Erin Lindsay, Warren Rd, made comments opposing the rezoning of the property 

at 3900 Dixboro Rd.  
• Dr. Perry Francis, Ann Arbor, made comments in favor of the rezoning of the 

property at 3900 Dixboro Rd.    
• Becky Brent, teacher at Community High School, made comments in favor of the 

rezoning of the property at 3900 Dixboro Rd.      
• Wayne Stark, Warren Rd, made comments opposing the rezoning of the property 

at 3900 N. Dixboro Rd. 
• Meredith Schindler, Vreeland Rd, made comments in favor of the rezoning of the 

property at 3900 Dixboro Rd.      
• Judy Gardner, Berkshire Dr, made comments in favor of the rezoning of the 

property at 3900 N. Dixboro Rd.   
• Scott Halpert, Garrett’s Space, gave a brief overview of the need in Washtenaw 

County.  
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7. CLOSED SESSION 

A. MOTION TO ADJOURN THE BOARD TO GO INTO CLOSED SESSION TO 
CONSIDER, PURSUANT TO MCL 15.268(H) MATERIAL EXEMPT FROM 
DISCUSSION OR DISCLOSURE BY STATE STATUTE – A WRITTEN LEGAL 
OPINION FROM THE TOWNSHIP’S LAWYER. 

It was moved by Treasurer Lewis supported by Trustee McGill to proceed into Closed 
Session at 7:56 p.m. 

Roll Call: 
Ayes:   

Clerk Findley 
  Treasurer Lewis 
  Trustee Lindke 
  Trustee McGill 
  Supervisor Schwartz  

 Trustee Caviston 
Nyes:  

None 
Absent:  

Trustee Secrest 
 

The motion carried by unanimous vote. 

At 8:21 p.m. the Board of Trustees meeting reopened.   

Trustee Caviston excused herself from the meeting.   

It was moved by Trustee McGill supported by Trustee Lindke to proceed on the matter 
discussed in the closed session. 

Roll Call: 
Ayes:    

Treasurer Lewis 
Trustee Lindke 
Trustee McGill 
Supervisor Schwartz   

Nays: 
Clerk Findley 

Absent: 
Trustee Caviston 
Trustee Secrest 
 

The motion passed by majority vote. 
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8. PRESENTATIONS AND PUBLIC HEARINGS 
       

None. 
 

   9. REPORTS 
 

A. SUPERVISOR REPORT 
 

            Supervisor Schwartz reported on the following:  

• Supervisor Schwartz and Bill Balmes, Building Official, visited the property at 6595 
Plymouth-Ann Arbor Rd. and concluded the condition of the home was beyond 
practical repair costs.  The Board agreed.   

• Supervisor Schwartz filed a Community Tourism Action Plan (CTAP) Report for the 
$5000.00 received last year to assist with the cost of the shed at Dixboro Village 
Green.  

• The appraiser will be doing a walkthrough of the Dixboro Green Village property on 
Thursday March 23, 2023, at 8:30 a.m. 

• Jaleen Wilson and Rob Butler have cleaned up the illegally dumped garbage, they 
will be paid $999.   

• The insurance checks for the Oakbrook signs have arrived and Supervisor Schwartz 
will be executing the contract to have them repaired. 

• Supervisor Schwartz stated Board of Review met last week, Paula Calopisis, 
Assessor, would normally have a report but is delayed in that due to a death in the 
family.  She will have the report for the next Board meeting. 

• Supervisor Schwartz stated he would like to assist residents, in subdivisions where 
burning is not allowed, with the cost of cleaning up downed tree branches due to the 
recent storms, and that it should cost approximately $5000.00. 
 
It was moved by Trustee McGill supported Treasurer Lewis to hire a chipper truck 
not to exceed $5000.00. 
 
The motion carried by unanimous vote. 
 

B. LIASON REPORT ON PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING 
 
Trustee Lindke had no report this month. 
 

C. COMMUNITY CENTER ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 
Clerk Findley gave a summary of the minutes from March 2, 2023.  She stated the March 
20, 2023, meeting with Debbie Dingell, Jeff Erwin and others was postponed to the end 
of the month.   
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D. ARPA FUNDS COMMITTEE 
 
Trustee McGill had no report this month.  
  

E. DEPARTMENT REPORTS: BUILDING DEPARTMENT, FIRE DEPARTMENT, 
ORDINANCE OFFICER REPORT, PARKS COMMISSION MINUTES, 
SHERIFF’S REPORT 
 
It was moved by Treasurer Lewis supported by Trustee McGill, that the Superior 
Township Board receive all reports.  

Trustee McGill and Trustee Lindke would like to see where stops and citations by the 
Sheriff’s Department are occurring, and the purpose for stops and citations. 

The motion carried by unanimous vote. 

 10.  COMMUNICATIONS  

A. LETTERS FROM THE COMMUNITY REGARDING REZONING AT 3900 N. 
DIXBORO RD. 

  It was moved by Trustee McGill supported by Trustee Lindke, to receive all letters. 

 The motion carried by unanimous vote. 

 The following are the communications that were received at the table.  

• Due to the volume of communications received they are placed at the end of these minutes. 

11.  UNFINISHED BUSINESS  
  

A. PUMP STATION UPDATE - REMOVAL OF EQUIPMENT AND NEW 
EASEMENT FROM THE COUNTY -SUPERVISOR SCHWARTZ 
 
Supervisor Schwartz gave brief overview of the actions that will be needed after passing 
Resolution 2023-16. 
 

B. MASTER PLAN UPDATE – SUPERVISOR SCHWARTZ 
 
Supervisor Schwartz stated Ben Carlisle will be meeting with Laura Bennett, Zoning and 
Planning Administrator, on Thursday.  They have not received the information they need 
but have chosen to move forward in the interest of time.   
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C. OAKBROOK SIGNAGE UPDATE – SUPERVISOR SCHWARTZ 
 
See remarks made during Supervisor’s Report. 
 

D. EVALUATE CONTINUING CONTRACTS WITH TAZ AND OHM 
 
Supervisor Schwartz asked if the Board would like to set a Special Meeting for this item. 
 

E. ROCK PROPERTY PROGRAMMING – DATE FOR SPECIAL MEETING 
 
Supervisor Schwartz stated Fred Lucas is drafting a conservation easement.   
 

F. SIGNED EASEMENT RELEASE FROM TOM LAWSON 
 
Supervisor Schwartz informed the Board he and Fred Lucas will be meeting with Mr. 
Lawson on Wednesday, March 22, 2023. 
 
Fred Lucas reported Mr. Lawson has concerns about the size of the easement. 
 

G. DETAILED REPORT OF UNBILLED CHARGES FROM OHM – GEORGE 
TSAKOFF  
 
Supervisor Schwartz stated George Tsakoff sent an email to the Board. 

12.   NEW BUSINESS 
 

A. RESOLUTION 2023-12, RESOLUTION TO COMMIT REMAINING AMERICAN 
RESCUE PLAN ACT (ARPA) FUNDS TO THE PROPOSED COMMUNITY 
CENTER 
 

Trustee Lindke provided an updated resolution at the table due to missing items within the 
original.  

The following resolution was moved by Trustee McGill supported by Treasurer Lewis to 
table the resolution. 
 

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF SUPERIOR 
WASHTENAW COUNTY, MICHIGAN 

MARCH 20, 2023 
RESOLUTION 2023-12 

RESOLUTION TO COMMIT REMAINING AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN ACT (ARPA) 
FUNDS TO THE PROPOSED COMMUNITY CENTER 
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WHEREAS, the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) was passed to help communities 
begin to recover from the negative effects of the pandemic, particularly communities where 
historic systemic health and economic disparities have been exacerbated by the pandemic; and, 

WHEREAS, one of the provisions of the ARPA eligible uses was “to respond to the 
public health emergency and its negative economic impacts;” and, 

WHEREAS, the Charter Township of Superior was allocated $1,501,402.52 (one million 
five hundred and one thousand four hundred dollars and two and fifty-two cents) in ARPA funds 
to support the communities hardest hit by the COVID-19 crisis; and, 

WHEREAS, the township held various working sessions which included public 
participation and discussion about the needs of our communities; and, 

WHEREAS, the Board, through Resolution #2021-80, committed all of its ARPA funds 
to projects located within the township’s designated Qualified Census Tract (QCT); and, 

WHEREAS, a QCT is defined as an area in which “50% or more of the households are 
income eligible and the population of all census tracts that satisfy this criterion does not exceed 
20% of the total population of the respective area”; and, 

WHEREAS, among the neighborhoods in the township QCT are:  Sycamore Meadows, 
Washington Square, Danbury Park Manor, Arbor Woods, Harvest Lane, and West Ridge Mobile 
Home Park; and, 

WHEREAS, COVID-19 has disproportionately impacted low-income families and 
communities of color and has exacerbated systemic health and economic inequalities; and, 

WHEREAS, the Board, through several resolutions has committed $484,500.00 (four 
hundred and eighty-four thousand five hundred dollars) in ARPA funding to the following 
programs:    

The Mighty Oaks Project CLR Academy:  $68,000.00 (sixty-eight thousand 
dollars)  

There and Back (contract for transportation for the Mighty Oaks Project):  
$8,500.00 (eighty-five thousand dollars) $8500.00 (eight thousand five hundred 
dollars) 
Youth Area Arts Alliance:  $68,000.00 (sixty-eight thousand dollars) 
There and Back (contract for transportation for the Mighty Oaks Project): 

$12,000.00 (twelve thousand dollars) 
Willow Run Acres:  $190,000 (one hundred ninety thousand dollars) 



CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF SUPERIOR BOARD 
REGULAR MEETING 
MARCH 20, 2023 
APPROVED MINUTES 
PAGE 8 
 

Superior Township Parks and Recreation engineering work for Fireman’s Park 
drainage: $24, 000.00 (twenty-four thousand dollars) $24,500.00 (twenty-four thousand 
five hundred dollars) 

Washtenaw Intermediate School District Success by 6 Project: $50,000.00 (fifty 
thousand dollars) 

Superior Township Parks and Recreation budget for Fireman’s Park playground 
equipment:  $50,000.00 (fifty thousand dollars) 

Remaining commitment to Mighty Oaks Project and Youth Area Arts Alliance:  
$13,500.00 (thirteen thousand five hundred dollars); and,  

 
WHEREAS, $1,016,902.52.00 (one million sixteen thousand nine hundred two dollars) 

is currently remaining in ARPA funding; and, 

WHEREAS, the ARPA Funds Committee has recommended that the remaining ARPA 
funds be committed to the development of the Community Center; and, 

WHEREAS, ARPA funds must be allocated by 2024 and spent by 2026. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Charter Township of Superior will 
commit $1,028,902.52.00 $1,016,902.52 (one million sixteen thousand nine hundred and two 
dollars and fifty-two cents), the remaining balance of the ARPA funding, to the development of 
the Community Center in Superior Township.  

The resolution was tabled by unanimous vote. 

B. RESOLUTION 2023-13, RESOLUTION TO ALLOW WATER RESOURCES 
COMMISSIONER TO EXCEED THE STATUTORY SPENDING AND 
ASSESSMENT LIMIT OF TWENTY-FIVE THOUSAND DOLLARS ($25,000.00) 
PER YEAR FOR THE MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR OF THE KIMMEL 
DRAIN. 

  
Supervisor Schwartz stated the resolution gives the Commissioner permission to spend the 
money they would receive over the next three years in one year in order to complete much 
needed clean up immediately.   

The following resolution was moved by Treasurer Lewis supported by Trustee Lindke. 

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF SUPERIOR 
WASHTENAW COUNTY, MICHIGAN 

MARCH 20, 2023 
RESOLUTION 2023-13 
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RESOLUTION TO ALLOW WATER RESOURCES COMMISSIONER TO 
EXCEED THE STATUTORY SPENDING AND ASSESSMENT LIMIT OF 

TWENTY-FIVE THOUSAND DOLLARS ($25,000.00) PER YEAR FOR THE 
MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR OF THE KIMMEL DRAIN. 

 
WHEREAS, the Kimmel Drain is a drain located in the municipality of Superior Charter 

Township, which drain was constructed in accordance with the Drain Code of 1956; and, 
 

WHEREAS, the Water Resources Commissioner is entrusted with the responsibility of 
ensuring proper maintenance and repairs are made to said drain; and, 

 
WHEREAS, the Water Resources Commissioner, pursuant to statute, has inspected the 

drain which inspection revealed that repair work is necessary in as much as said inspection 
identified persistent overgrowth, numerous obstructions, and need for extensive clearing; and, 

  
WHEREAS, the Water Resources Commissioner of Washtenaw County has estimated 

that the repair of the drain will be approximately one hundred and twenty-five thousand dollars 
($125,000.00); and, 

 
WHEREAS, pursuant to the Drain Code of 1956, the Water Resources Commissioner 

cannot exceed the statutory spending limit of twenty-five thousand dollars ($25,000.00) for the 
maintenance and repair of the drain unless approved by a resolution of the Township Board; and, 

 
WHEREAS, the Water Resources Commissioner has requested the Township Board to 

pass such resolution authorizing the office of the Water Resources Commissioner to exceed the 
statutory spending limit allowed on the Kimmel Drain, to wit: twenty-five thousand dollars 
($25,000.00) per year, so as to allow repair of said drain.  

 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Superior Charter Township Board 

of Trustees for the municipality of Superior Charter Township hereby approved and authorizes 
the office of the Water Resources Commissioner to exceed the statutory spending limit of 
twenty-five thousand dollars ($25,000.00) per year for the repair of the Kimmel Drain in the 
exceeded amount of one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000.00). 

CERTIFICATION STATEMENT 

I, Lynette Findley, the duly qualified Clerk of the Charter Township of Superior, 
Washtenaw County, Michigan, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and 
correct copy of a resolution adopted at a regular meeting of the Charter Township of 
Superior Board held on March 20, 2023, and that public notices of said meeting were 
given pursuant to Act No. 267, Public Acts of Michigan, 1976, as amended. 
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The resolution passed by unanimous vote. 

 

C. RESOLUTION 2023-14, A RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE PURCHASE AND 
INSTALLATION OF EMERGENCY VEHICLE LIGHTING  

 
Fire Marshall Dan Kimball explained that all fire vehicles need these lights.   

The following resolution was moved by Treasurer Lewis supported by Trustee Lindke. 
 

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF SUPERIOR 
WASHTENAW COUNTY, MICHIGAN 

MARCH 20, 2023 
RESOLUTION 2023-14 

 
A RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE PURCHASE AND INSTALLATION OF 

EMERGENCY VEHICLE LIGHTING  

WHEREAS, the Charter Township of Superior Fire Department is requesting to 
purchase and have installed "Emergency Vehicle Lighting" for the Fire Marshal vehicle. 
 

WHEREAS, lights and siren as well as a radio system are required for all 
emergency vehicles under P.A. 300. 

 
 WHEREAS, Priority One Emergency at 5755 Belleville Road, Canton, MI is the 
only provider to install the equipment needed. 
 
 WHEREAS, total cost $11,672.69 is for all components and labor to install 
emergency lighting system.  
  
 WHEREAS,  the installation was budgeted for in the 2023 Fire Budget, line 
item 206-336- 980-000. 

 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Charter Township of Superior 
Board of Trustees hereby authorizes the payment of $11,672.69 to Priority One Emergency for 
the components and labor to install the emergency lighting system.  The funds to come from 
the 2023 Fire Budget, line item 206-336-980-000.   
 

____3/20/2023____ 
     Date Certified 
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CERTIFICATION STATEMENT 

I, Lynette Findley, the duly qualified Clerk of the Charter Township of Superior, 
Washtenaw County, Michigan, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and 
correct copy of a resolution adopted at a regular meeting of the Charter Township of 
Superior Board held on March 20, 2023, and that public notices of said meeting were 
given pursuant to Act No. 267, Public Acts of Michigan, 1976, as amended. 

 
 

 
 

The resolution passed by unanimous vote. 
 

D. RESOLUTION 2023-15, RESOLUTION TO PURCHASE CPR DEVICES  
 

Fire Captain French explained how the device works.   
 
The following resolution was moved by Treasurer Lewis supported by Trustee McGill. 

 
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF SUPERIOR 
WASHTENAW COUNTY, MICHIGAN 

MARCH 20, 2023 
RESOLUTION 2023-15 

 
RESOLUTION TO PURCHASE CPR DEVICES 

 
WHEREAS, since the beginning of COVID, the Superior Township Fire Department 

has responded to several incidents of Cardiac Arrest. 
 

WHEREAS, the Department currently has one CPR Compression Device which is 
six years old. The age of the device makes it costly for repairs and prone to failure. 

 
WHEREAS, the Charter Township of Superior Fire Department requests approval to 

purchase two (2) new CPR Compression Devices (Stryker Lucas 3) at a total cost, including 
a four-year maintenance service plan, of $48,016.78 (forty-eight thousand sixteen dollars 
and seventy-eight cents).   

 
WHEREAS, Stryker Company is the sole source for this device. 
 
WHEREAS, the device is approved for use through the Washtenaw County Medical 

Control Authority.  
 

____3/20/2023____ 
     Date Certified 
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WHEREAS, this device is also being purchased (30 each) for the Detroit Fire 
Department EMS Division. 

 
WHEREAS,  several fire departments within Washtenaw County have purchased 

and are now utilizing the device. 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Charter Township of Superior approve 

the purchase of two (2) new CPR Compression Devices (Stryker Lucas 3), including a four-year 
maintenance service plan, at a cost of $48,016.78 (forty-eight thousand sixteen dollars and 
seventy-eight cents).  The funds to come from the 2023 Fire Budget, line item 206-336-980-
000. 

 
CERTIFICATION STATEMENT 

I, Lynette Findley, the duly qualified Clerk of the Charter Township of Superior, 
Washtenaw County, Michigan, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and 
correct copy of a resolution adopted at a regular meeting of the Charter Township of 
Superior Board held on March 20, 2023, and that public notices of said meeting were 
given pursuant to Act No. 267, Public Acts of Michigan, 1976, as amended. 

 
 
 
 

The resolution passed by unanimous vote. 
 

E. RESOLUTION 2023-16, RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE RONALD 
DENEWETH TO TAKE ACTION NECESSARY TO PROTECT TOWNSHIP IN 
CONNECTION TO CONTRACT WITH LASALLE INC. 

 
The following resolution was moved by Trustee McGill supported by Trustee Lindke. 
 

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF SUPERIOR 
WASHTENAW COUNTY, MICHIGAN 

MARCH 20, 2023 
RESOLUTION 2023-16 

 
RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE RONALD DENEWETH TO TAKE ACTION 

NECESSARY TO PROTECT TOWNSHIP IN CONNECTION TO CONTRACT WITH 
LASALLE INC. 

 
WHEREAS, the Township has retained the services of attorney Ronald Deneweth to 

represent the Township in connection with a contract dispute with LaSalle, Inc. 
 

____3/20/2023____ 
     Date Certified 
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WHEREAS, Mr. Deneweth requires the authority of the Township Board to take action 
on behalf of the Township. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Township authorizes attorney 
Ronald Deneweth to draft and forward to LaSalle, Inc. any documents which he determines to be 
necessary in order to protect the interests of the Township with regards to the contract and any 
potential litigation. All Township officials shall cooperate with him with regards to executing 
any such documents. 

CERTIFICATION STATEMENT 

I, Lynette Findley, the duly qualified Clerk of the Charter Township of Superior, 
Washtenaw County, Michigan, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and 
correct copy of a resolution adopted at a regular meeting of the Charter Township of 
Superior Board held on March 20, 2023, and that public notices of said meeting were 
given pursuant to Act No. 267, Public Acts of Michigan, 1976, as amended. 

 
 

The motion carried by unanimous vote. 
 
The resolution passed by unanimous vote. 

F. RESOLUTION 2023-17, RESOLUTION TO APPROVE THE OHM ADVISORS’ 
PROPOSAL FOR ENGINEERING SERVICES FOR ASSISTANCE WITH 
CONTROLS AND OPERATION OF EXISTING CLARK AND LEFURGE 
WATER BOOSTER STATION 
 

George Tsakoff, OHM, and Rickey Harding, Township Utilities Superintendent, explained the 
proposal.   

The following resolution was moved by Treasurer Lewis supported by Trustee McGill. 
 

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF SUPERIOR 
WASHTENAW COUNTY, MICHIGAN 

MARCH 20, 2023 
RESOLUTION 2023-17 

 
RESOLUTION TO APPROVE THE OHM ADVISORS’ PROPOSAL FOR 
ENGINEERING SERVICES FOR ASSISTANCE WITH CONTROLS AND 

OPERATION OF EXISTING CLARK AND LEFURGE WATER BOOSTER STATION 

____3/20/2023____ 
     Date Certified 



CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF SUPERIOR BOARD 
REGULAR MEETING 
MARCH 20, 2023 
APPROVED MINUTES 
PAGE 14 
 

WHEREAS, OHM Advisors has submitted a proposal for the engineering services for 
assistance with the controls and operation of the existing Clark and LeFurge Water Booster 
Station. 
 
 WHEREAS, the recent Water System Master Plan process, areas of lower than desired 
pressures were identified in the northwestern portion of Superior Township’s water service 
district. Data analysis and testing during that process indicated that pressure output from the 
Clark and LeFurge Booster Station was lower than originally designed for optimum system 
operation. Staff knowledge of the booster station is also limited as detailed documentation and 
operation information was apparently not passed along following staff succession. 
 
 WHEREAS, this project aims to perform a detailed review of booster station operations, 
optimize control setpoints, recommend potential control system modifications and summarize 
this information in a document that can be utilized by the Township staff operating the water 
system. The Township utilizes Utilities Instrumentation Service (UIS) as their system controls 
integrator and any major control changes would need to be coordinated through UIS. It is 
assumed that any work required by UIS will be performed directly under the Township and not 
through OHM.  
 WHEREAS, OHM is prepared to begin work on this proposal immediately upon 
receiving approval. It is estimated that the project will take 6 weeks to complete assuming 
authorization in March 2023. 
 
 WHEREAS, OHM Advisors will provide the professional services on a time and 
materials basis to a maximum fee of $8,000.00 (eight thousand dollars). 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Charter Township of Superior 
Board of Trustees hereby approves the proposal for engineering services for assistance with the 
controls and operation of the existing Clark and LeFurge Water Booster Station at a maximum 
fee of $8,000.00 (eight thousand dollars). 
 

CERTIFICATION STATEMENT 

I, Lynette Findley, the duly qualified Clerk of the Charter Township of Superior, 
Washtenaw County, Michigan, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and 
correct copy of a resolution adopted at a regular meeting of the Charter Township of 
Superior Board held on March 20, 2023, and that public notices of said meeting were 
given pursuant to Act No. 267, Public Acts of Michigan, 1976, as amended. 

 
 
 
 
Roll Call: 
Ayes:   

Clerk Findley 

____3/20/2023____ 
     Date Certified 
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 Treasurer Lewis 
 Trustee Lindke 
 Trustee McGill 
 Supervisor Schwartz  
 
Nays:  

None 
Absent: 

Trustee Caviston 
Trustee Secrest 

 
The resolution passed by unanimous vote. 

 
G. RESOLUTION 2023-18, RESOLUTION TO REPLACE AND INSTALL AIR 

DRYER AND OIL/WATER SEPARATOR  
 

Rickey Harding explained what the device does and why the Township needs to purchase a new 
one. 

The following resolution was moved by Trustee McGill supported by Treasurer Lewis. 
 

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF SUPERIOR 
WASHTENAW COUNTY, MICHIGAN 

MARCH 20, 2023 
RESOLUTION 2023-18 

 
RESOLUTION TO REPLACE AND INSTALL AIR DRYER AND OIL/WATER 

SEPARATOR  

WHEREAS, the air dryer and oil/water separator at the Utility Maintenance Building 
located at 9699 MacArthur Blvd is inoperable.   
 

WHEREAS, the original unit was installed at the time of the building’s construction in 
2005.   

 
WHEREAS, the Utility Department is requesting the Charter Township of Superior 

purchase and have installed a new air dryer and oil/water separator for a total cost of $9,552.14 
(nine thousand five hundred fifty-two dollars and fourteen cents) from Ingersoll Rand.   

 
WHEREAS, additionally the Utility Department is requesting the Township purchase a 

planned care agreement with Ingersoll Rand at a cost of: Year #1 $2,312.15 (two thousand three 
hundred twelve dollars and fifteen cents), Year #2 $2,381.51 (two thousand three hundred 
eighty-one dollars and fifty-one cents), Year #3 $2,452.96 (two thousand four hundred fifty-two 
dollars and ninety six cents), Year #4 $2,526.55 (two thousand five hundred twenty six and fifty-
five cents), Year #5 $2,602.35 (two thousand six hundred two dollars and thirty five cents).  
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NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Charter Township of Superior approves 
the purchase and installation of an Ingersoll Rand Air Dryer and Oil/Water Separator for a total 
of $9,552.14 (nine thousand five hundred fifty-two dollars and fourteen cents), and the five (5) 
year planned care agreement with Ingersoll Rand at a total cost of $12,275.52 (twelve thousand 
two hundred seventy-five dollars and fifty-two cents). 

CERTIFICATION STATEMENT 

I, Lynette Findley, the duly qualified Clerk of the Charter Township of Superior, 
Washtenaw County, Michigan, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and 
correct copy of a resolution adopted at a regular meeting of the Charter Township of 
Superior Board held on March 20, 2023, and that public notices of said meeting were 
given pursuant to Act No. 267, Public Acts of Michigan, 1976, as amended. 

 
 
 

Roll Call: 
Ayes: 

Clerk Findley 
Treasurer Lewis 
Trustee Lindke 
Trustee McGill 
Supervisor Schwartz  

Nays:      
None 

Absent: 
Trustee Caviston 
Trustee Secrest 

 
The resolution passed by unanimous vote. 

H. RESOLUTION 2023-19, RESOLUTION AMENDING PURCHASE OF SERVICE 
AGREEMENT WITH ANN ARBOR AREA TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY 
 

The following resolution was moved by Trustee McGill supported by Trustee Lindke. 

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF SUPERIOR 
WASHTENAW COUNTY, MICHIGAN 

MARCH 20, 2023 
RESOLUTION 2023-19 

 

____3/20/2023____ 
     Date Certified 
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RESOLUTION AMENDING PURCHASE OF SERVICE AGREEMENT WITH ANN 
ARBOR AREA TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY 

WHEREAS, the Charter Township of Superior is operating under a Purchase of Service 
Agreement (POSA) with the Ann Arbor Area Transportation Authority (AAATA) for public 
transportation services within Superior Township; and, 

WHEREAS, the AAATA is now offering an amendment to the POSA to include the 
following services: 

October 1, 2022 – September 30, 2023 
A Full-Year Operating Route 42 

Costs 
1. Fixed-Route Service  $63,347 
2. A-Ride Service  $22,819 
3. Capital Costs  $13,872 

Total Costs 
10/1/2022 - 9/30/2023  $100,038 

WHEREAS, many citizens of the Charter Township of Superior are dependent upon 
public transportation to commute to school, work, church, and other activities; and, 

WHEREAS, it is in the public interest to provide improved bus and demand response 
transportation services to the residents of the Charter Township of Superior. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Charter Township of Superior Board 
of Trustees fixed route approves the purchase of service agreement (POSA) amendment with 
the Ann Arbor Area Transportation Authority (AAATA) for a term beginning on October 1, 
2022, through September 30, 2023. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the payment for contractual services with AAATA for 
fixed-route services shall be appropriated from budget line item G.L. 101-2 550-864.000 and 
that the payment for contractual services with AAATA for services for the demand response 
(A-Ride) shall be appropriated from budget line item G.L. 101-550-86025.    

CERTIFICATION STATEMENT 

I, Lynette Findley, the duly qualified Clerk of the Charter Township of Superior, 
Washtenaw County, Michigan, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and 
correct copy of a resolution adopted at a regular meeting of the Charter Township of 
Superior Board held on March 20, 2023, and that public notices of said meeting were 
given pursuant to Act No. 267, Public Acts of Michigan, 1976, as amended. 

 
 
 
 

____3/20/2023____ 
     Date Certified 
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Roll Call: 
Ayes:     

Supervisor Schwartz 
Trustee McGill 
Trustee Lindke 
Treasurer Lewis 
Clerk Findley  

Nays:  
None 

Absent:  
Trustee Caviston 
Trustee Secrest 

 
The resolution passed by unanimous vote. 
 

I. RESOLUTION 2023-20, RESOLUTION TO APPROVE CONTRACT WITH 
WASHTENAW INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL DISTRICT TO PROVIDE 
SERVICES 
 

The following resolution was moved by Trustee Lindke supported by Treasurer Lewis. 

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF SUPERIOR 
WASHTENAW COUNTY, MICHIGAN 

MARCH 20, 2023 
RESOLUTION 2023-20 

 
RESOLUTION TO APPROVE CONTRACT WITH WASHTENAW INTERMEDIATE 

SCHOOL DISTRICT TO PROVIDE SERVICES 

WHEREAS, the Charter Township of Superior by Resolution #2021-80 dated 
December 20, 2021, received unanimous approval to direct all ARPA funds - a total 
of $1,495,400 - to support the communities hardest hit by the COVID-19 pandemic; 
and, 

WHEREAS, the Charter Township of Superior by Resolution #2022-68 dated 
December 19, 2022, approved negotiations for a contract with the Washtenaw 
Intermediate School District (WISD)not to exceed $50,000 (fifty thousand dollars).   

 
WHEREAS, the WISD, through their Success by 6 Great Start Collaborative 

(SB6GSC), will provide the following services: 

• Two Parent Cafes per month at Superior Township library or other appropriate 
venue in Superior Township. Parent Cafes will be hosted by trained Trusted Parent 
Advisors. After attending three Parent Cafes, parents who are interested can build 
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their leadership skills by being trained as table hosts. Snacks and childcare will be 
offered for families attending. WISD will also coordinate with the library to have 
children’s activities at the same time as the parent café when possible. 

• One family activity for caregivers and children will occur each month. The activity 
will vary depending on the needs of the community. The activities may include, but 
are not limited to, learning about early literacy activities that families can do at 
home, financial literacy for the whole family and healthy cooking and eating on a 
budget. We will work with parents and organizational partners to create activities 
that are helpful in improving the well-being of caregivers and children. Snacks for 
the whole family will be available during the family activity. The activity will be 
focused on the whole family and childcare will not be necessary. 

• Caregivers who attend 3 events, including Parent Cafes and family activities will 
be entered into a monthly drawing. The drawing prize will be baskets of items for 
families of relatively nominal value. Examples of prizes include laundry basket 
with laundry products, a basket full of fun games for the whole family to play and 
a self-care basket. 

 
WHEREAS, WISD will submit to the Charter Township of Superior quarterly 

invoices dated: April 1, 2023, July 1, 2023, October 1, 2023, and January 1, 2024, 
totaling not more than $50,000.00 (fifty thousand dollars).   

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Charter Township of Superior 
Board of Trustees authorizes the Township Supervisor and/or Clerk to execute the 
Programming Contract with the Washtenaw Intermediate School District (WISD) for a 
total amount of $50,000.00 (fifty thousand dollars).   

CERTIFICATION STATEMENT 

I, Lynette Findley, the duly qualified Clerk of the Charter Township of Superior, 
Washtenaw County, Michigan, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and 
correct copy of a resolution adopted at a regular meeting of the Charter Township of 
Superior Board held on March 20, 2023, and that public notices of said meeting were 
given pursuant to Act No. 267, Public Acts of Michigan, 1976, as amended. 

 
 

 
 
Roll Call: 
Ayes:     

Clerk Findley 

____3/20/2023____ 
     Date Certified 
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Treasurer Lewis 
 Trustee Lindke 
 Trustee McGill 
 Supervisor Schwartz 
Nays: 

None 
 
Absent: 

Trustee Caviston 
 Trustee Secrest 
 
The resolution passed by unanimous vote. 
 

J. MOTION TO APPROVE MONTHLY PAY OF PARKS AND RECREATION 
TRUSTEES 
 

It was moved by Trustee Lindke supported by Treasurer Lewis to table this motion. 

K. MOTION TO REVISE BUILDING PERMIT FEES.  
 
Bill Balmes, Building Official, explained the update in the forms and fees.   

 
It was moved by Treasurer Lewis supported by Trustee McGill. 

Roll Call: 
Ayes:     

Clerk Findley 
Treasurer Lewis 

 Trustee Lindke 
 Trustee McGill 
 Supervisor Schwartz 
Nays: 

None 
Absent: 

Trustee Caviston 
 Trustee Secrest 
 
The motion carried by unanimous vote. 

 
L. MOTION TO COMPLETE HARRIS ROAD WIDENING ENGINEERING. 

 
It was moved by Treasurer Lewis supported by Trustee McGill. 
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Roll Call: 
Ayes:     

Clerk Findley 
Treasurer Lewis 

 Trustee Lindke 
 Trustee McGill 
 Supervisor Schwartz 
Nays: 

None 
 
Absent: 

Trustee Caviston 
 Trustee Secrest 
 

The motion carried by unanimous vote. 
 

M. MOTION TO AUTHORIZE OHM TO FINALIZE DESIGN FOR THE OPEN 
CUT TO COMPLETE THE PUMP STATION PROJECT.  

 
It was moved by Trustee McGill supported by Treasurer Lewis subject to Ron Deneweth’s 
review and approval.    
 

Roll Call: 
Ayes: 

Treasurer Lewis 
 Trustee Lindke 
 Trustee McGill 
 Supervisor Schwartz 
 Clerk Findley 
Nays: 

None 
Absent: 

Trustee Caviston 
 Trustee Secrest 
 
The motion passed by unanimous vote. 
 

N. MOTION TO APPROVE MAINTENANCE OF PUMP STATION SHAFTS BY 
DVM. 

 
It was moved by Trustee Lindke supported by Treasurer Lewis subject to Ron Deneweth’s 
review and approval.    
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Roll Call: 
Ayes: 

Treasurer Lewis 
 Trustee Lindke 

Trustee McGill 
Supervisor Schwartz 
Clerk Findley 

Nays: 
None 

Absent: 
Trustee Caviston 

 Trustee Secrest 
 
The motion passed by unanimous vote. 
 

O. MOTION TO APPROVE ROCK PROPERTY AGREEMENT WITH MR. PEACH 
 
Trustee McGill stated she is comfortable with Mr. Peach farming the land this year but would 
like to set a date to discuss what will be done with the property.   
 
Supervisor Schwartz stated he will email the Board the following day.  
Mr. Peach stated he has already purchased the seed, and that he has already planted due to 
timing.  
 
It was moved by Trustee McGill supported by Treasurer Lewis. 

The motion carried by unanimous vote. 
 

P. MOTION TO APPROVE PERMIT FOR WELL AT DIXBORO VILLAGE  
 

Supervisor Schwartz stated the casing around the well is needed to protect the water from 
residuals left behind from the tanks that were removed. 

 
It was moved by Trustee Lindke supported by Trustee McGill. 

Roll Call: 
Ayes: 

Clerk Findley 
 Treasurer Lewis 
 Trustee Lindke 
 Trustee McGill 
 Supervisor Schwartz 
Nays: 

None 
Absent:   
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Trustee Caviston 
 Trustee Secrest 

 
The motion carried by unanimous vote. 
 

13. BILLS for PAYMENT and RECORD of DISBURSEMENTS 
 

It was moved by Trustee McGill supported by Trustee Lindke, to receive bills for payment and 
record of disbursements. 
 
The motion carried by unanimous vote. 
 

14. PLEAS and PETITIONS  
 

• Juan Bradford, Parks and Recreation, asked if he should continue pursuing bids for a 
restroom for the Parks and Recreation staff.  The Board directed him to move forward. 

• Rickey Harding, Utilities Superintendent, stated the proposal from AAA for the water 
main replacement he gave the Board was for $397,000.00 and that he plans to provide the 
Board with two more proposals.  He also let the Board know that a total of $276,000.00 
was spent in repairs for that water main in 2022.  That cost did not include water waste. 

• Martha Kern-Boprie informed the Board of the Easter Event held by the Parks and 
Recreation Department would be on April 1, 2023, and that the Easter Bunny would be in 
attendance.   

 
15. ADJOURNMENT 

 
It was moved by Trustee McGill supported by Treasurer Lewis, that the meeting be adjourned.  
The motion carried and the meeting adjourned at 9:32 p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

 
 
Lynette Findley, Clerk        Kenneth Schwartz, Supervisor 



From: Allyn Young <bjacobson770@gmail.com> 
Date: March 17, 2023 at 9:34:03 PM EDT 
To: Lynette Findley <lynettefindley@superior-twp.org>, Ken Schwartz <kenschwartz@superior-
twp.org>, llewis@superiortwp.org, "Nancy Caviston, Trustee" <education@superior-twp.org>, Bernice 
Lindke <blindke@superior-twp.org>, Bill Secrest <BSecrest@superior-twp.org>, Rhonda McGill 
<rmcgill@superior-twp.org>, Laura Bennett <planning@superior-twp.org> 
Subject: Rezoning at 3900 Dixboro Road 

  

  
We are writing to voice our opinion regarding the proposed rezoning/land use changes at 3900 Dixboro 
Road, Ann Arbor, MI 48105.  
The Superior Charter Township Master Plan was created to direct future land use, and in our opinion, 
the requested changes are inconsistent with the Master Plan.  
  
To quote from the Master Plan, “the Planning Commission shall consider the following when making re-
zoning recommendations.” 
1.           Evaluation of existing zoning and development pattern.  
2.           The apparent demand for the types of uses permitted in the district(s).   
3.           Availability of public services and infrastructure to serve all of the potential land uses.  
4.           Compatibility with the surrounding area.  
5.           Consistency with Master Plan Future Land Use recommendations. 
  
Of high importance, we refer to the statement: “Isolated and abrupt changes in land uses and densities 
not consistent with Master Plan objectives and policies are considered spot zoning and are not 
recommended planning and zoning practice.”  Superior Charter Township Master Plan, page 7-13. 
  
We hope the Planning Commission and the Board of Trustees will be able to set aside public opinion and 
personal sentiment to look critically at these five areas of consideration.   We are confident that you will 
find the proposed project is inconsistent with the Master Plan. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Dr Brian Jacobson 
Dr Allyn Young 
3940 Fleming Ridge Drive 
Ann Arbor, MI 48105 
 

 Some people who received this message don't often get email from bjacobson770@gmail.com. Learn why this 
is important 

 

mailto:bjacobson770@gmail.com
mailto:lynettefindley@superior-twp.org
mailto:kenschwartz@superior-twp.org
mailto:kenschwartz@superior-twp.org
mailto:llewis@superiortwp.org
mailto:education@superior-twp.org
mailto:blindke@superior-twp.org
mailto:BSecrest@superior-twp.org
mailto:rmcgill@superior-twp.org
mailto:planning@superior-twp.org
mailto:bjacobson770@gmail.com
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: owatonna@aol.com 
Date: March 19, 2023 at 8:57:24 PM EDT 
To: Lynette Findley <lynettefindley@superior-twp.org> 
Subject: Copy of Letter sent to K. Schwartz regarding property at 3900 N. Dixboro/Garrett's Space 
Reply-To: owatonna@aol.com 

  

Art and Mary Schuman 
3960 Penberton Dr. 

Ann Arbor, MI   48105 
  
March 19, 2023 
  
Mr. Ken Schwartz 
Superior Township Supervisor 
Superior Township Board of Trustees 
Sent via email:  kenschwartz@superior-twp.org 
  
Dear Mr. Schwartz and Trustees, 
  
Although we live in the city of Ann Arbor, we have been long time residents of this 
area, since 1971 and 1973.  In addition, we have both worked in the field of mental 
health as social workers and specifically Art worked for Washtenaw Community 
Mental Health setting up group homes for severely disabled children.  Mary originally 
met Julie Halpert and her son, Garrett when he was a toddler and attended a 
parent/toddler program at Mary’s place of employment. We have also seen the 
setting at 3900 N. Dixboro Road that is being proposed for development for Garrett’s 
Space.  Last but not least, we personally know two of the outstanding employees at 
Garrett’s Space through other work we have participated in as both staff and as 
volunteers in other local non-profit organizations. 
  
We are writing because we have heard there are neighbors who do not want this 
space to be developed as a holistic center for young adults who are experiencing 
depression and anxiety.  Knowing the high level of professionalism and strong 
support in the mental health community, we feel certain this will be an excellent 
program, perhaps one that will become a model for other communities in our 
country.  It goes without saying that there is a mental health crisis for young people 
in our country.  With the negative impact of the Covid pandemic, interruptions to 

 You don't often get email from owatonna@aol.com. Learn why this is important  
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schooling and social opportunities, social media, bullying – there are so many factors 
that are contributing to this crisis.   
  
We believe the plan that has been developed is one that will fit very well on the 
property on Dixboro.  When Art set up group homes, they were located right in 
neighborhoods and on cul de sacs.  The neighbors and their property values were not 
negatively affected even when the property was not as large as the Dixboro 
property.   We hope the neighbors who are concerned will meet with those who are 
supporting the development of the Serras home and property so they can learn that 
they do not need to fear those who will be getting helped there.  Sadly, many of us 
have known young people who have taken their lives by suicide and I hope all of us 
will support creating this residential program to provide the help, support and 
services so necessary in our community. 
  
Sincerely, 
Art and Mary Schuman 
 



Brian Athey and Deborah Walker 
29941 East River Rd. 

Grosse Ile, MI. 48138 and 
222 North Lincoln St. 
Ypsilanti, MI  48198 

 
March 16, 2023 
 
Mr. Ken Schwartz 
Superior Township Supervisor 
Superior Township Board of Trustees 
 
Via E-mail: kenschwartz@superior-twp.org 
 
Dear Ken and Superior Township Trustees, 
 
Brian and I are writing in support of the pending sale of 3900 N. Dixboro Rd., Superior 
Township, and of the proposed development of the Garrett’s Space project. As you know, Brian 
and I were long-time residents of Superior Township from 2006 to 2022; we owned properties 
on First St. (6180, 6170, 6166, and 6167).  I (Deb) have retired from a career as a Nursing 
Professor at Wayne State University.  Brian is still a Professor (Computational Medicine and of 
Psychiatry) at UM. We both have devoted our professional careers to contributing to more 
effective healthcare delivery and education.  Presently, we shuttle back-and-forth between 
Grosse Ile and Ypsilanti, and are still very active in Washtenaw County, as well as, Superior 
Township. 
 
We are writing this letter because we understand that the neighbors proximal to 3900 N. 
Dixboro Rd. are expressing concerns about Garrett’s Space and how their neighborhood may 
change.  We had similar misgivings when Ozone House (on N. Huron River Drive in Ypsilanti) 
purchased the property across the river from our former house in Superior Township. However, 
we later found our concerns were unfounded. The Ozone House quickly became part of our 
community, and no adverse consequences were experienced.  Indeed, it is addressing a huge 
need to support displaced, at-risk, and vulnerable youth and young mothers in our community 
(including those in-need from Superior Township).  As you know, the Ozone House hasn’t 
affected property values in Superior Township or anyone’s safety one iota. We stress that the 
good that is being done for our kids and families far outweighs any imagined risk to the 
neighbors and property owners, including those in Superior Township.   
 
It is widely known that there is a mental health crisis in our youth post COVID-19.  Today, in 
colleges and universities across the US, like UM, EMU, and WCC in our neighborhood, the rates 
of Depression (40%), Generalized Anxiety Disorder (35%), and Suicidal Ideation (15%) are 
stunning and have nearly doubled in the last 10 years.  Manifesting in children starting at 
puberty, this is crippling our kids, our families, and our collective futures.  This is everywhere, 
including in the very neighborhood in our beloved Superior Township that is apparently fighting 



against Garrett’s Space moving into our community. Scott and Julie Halpert, the co-founders of 
Garrett’s space, lost their lovely son Garrett to suicide at 23 years old. They are taking a stand 
for our children and young adults who are in major trouble struggling with mental illness by 
creating Garrett’s space!  This is a very professional, cutting-edge effort with a phenomenal 
team of dedicated professionals (see: https://www.garrettsspace.org/our-team) who have 
come together to make a difference.   
 
The unique and special property, created by Dennis and Ellie Serras, is one of the crown jewels 
of Superior Township. Our understanding is that the Garrett’s Space residents will be supported 
by a caring community of expert health workers, allowing its clients, our kids, to experience the 
healing effects of the beauty and nature of Superior Township that we all know and love so 
well. They will enhance the already wonderful property, preserving its 76 acre park-like 
surroundings and its stunning and special Frank Lloyd Wright inspired masterpiece, which is 
being re-envisioned as the home base of Garrett’s Space. Interestingly, this very special place 
would benefit so much by the unique and special mission of Garrett’s Space. Preserving this 
lovely property for this very special purpose while serving our community is our highest calling;  
and begs for deeper understanding, compassion, and acceptance. Only that outcome will help 
our kids who need us now.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Deborah S. Walker 

 
 
Deborah S. Walker, Ph.D., CNM, FACNM, FAAN 
Brian D. Athey, Ph.D., FACMI, FAAAS 

https://www.garrettsspace.org/our-team














































































































Dear Dr. Findley,

We write to you in support of the initiative to bring Garrett’s Space Residential Center to our
community in Superior Township.

My spouse, Tyler, and I have lived in Superior Township since 2019, and we loved it here. Our
family finds this to be a welcoming community that we are proud to call home. We recently
learned that there is a plan to open a youth residential center in the township. As mental health
advocates, parents, and community members, we cannot think of a more important initiative to
support.

There are not enough resources to support youth experiencing mental health crises. Garrett’s
Space will not only increase the resources available in southeast Michigan, but the plans are
also exceptional. Coupling traditional clinical spaces with outdoor recreation and nature can
serve so many who can benefit from clinical treatment located in a tranquil space. Superior
Township is a perfect fit for this healing.

For both personal and professional reasons, Tyler and I believe in the necessity of supporting
youth mental health. I am a clinical social worker and have worked with both youth and adults
experiencing suicidal ideations for several years. In our home, we hold this work dear to our
hearts. As such, we are disappointed to learn of the vocal group of individuals who oppose
building Garrett’s Space Residential Center. We have heard they fear bringing youth to our
community whom they consider “delinquent.” In calling children who need mental health support
“delinquents” these individuals perpetuate a legacy of harmful, discriminatory rhetoric that
criminalizes both mental health and suicide. I know that we as a community are better than this
and want better for children and families. All children, including those in crisis, deserve our love
and our support, not our shame and abandonment. We have the opportunity to show up for
these children and their families in a way that will literally save lives. What a beautiful
opportunity!

Please know that our family passionately supports and welcomes Garrett’s Space, the youth
and their families to Superior Township. We hope that you and our neighbors will join us in this,
as we welcome healing and wellness for children.

With wishes for wellness,
Cierra and Tyler Bengel
8349 Lakeview Ct
Superior Township, MI
48198



From: Superior Township Website <noreply@superiortownship.org>  
Sent: Friday, March 17, 2023 5:16 PM 
To: Laura Bennett <planning@superior-twp.org> 
Subject: Superior Township Contact Page 
  

Get In Touch With Us 

APPLICANT: Bill Phillips 
Email: billips57@comcast.net 
Recipient: planning@superior-twp.org 
Subject: Garrett's Space 
Message Body: Dear Mr. Schwartz and Township Supervisors, Marianne and I are long time residents 
of Superior Township.  We are writing to encourage your support for the use of the property at 3900 
Dixboro Road for Garrett’s Space. Please add our voices to those who support the zoning change, sale 
and any other action by the township needed to help establish this resource in our community. We 
know how hard it is for families to find resources like this anywhere in the state and fully support the 
use of 3900 Dixborro Road for this purpose. The Board, staff and advisory board of this organization 
are comprised of local people with regionally and nationally recognition. They have the expertise and 
experience to successfully manage this process. We feel that they are an exemplary group who can 
and will provide an important resource. We have read Ellie Serras’ letter and appreciate her 
commitment to providing this opportunity to our community. We also agree that an important 
secondary consideration is the preservation of the parcel of land around the house. One of the many 
virtues of Superior Township, is the commitment of our community to natural area preservation and 
greenspaces. The location, in more than 70 acres of land, provides a healing location with therapeutic 
value for the future residents. It also provides an appropriate isolation from immediate neighbors and 
a private natural environment for those served by Garrett’s Space. Thank you for considering this 
important addition to our community. Regards, Bill Phillips and Marianne Udow-Phillips 2280 Gale 
Road Superior Township 48105 -- This e-mail was sent from a contact form on Superior Township 
(https://superiortownship.org)  
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Superior Township Board of Trustees      19 March 2023 
Superior Township Planning Commi?ee 
3040 N Prospect Road 
Superior Township, Michigan  48198 
 
Dear Superior Township Board of Trustees and Planning Commi?ee Members, 
 
We want to voice our strong opposiIon to the rezoning of our neighborhood from an 
Agricultural A2 district to a Medical Services MS district. We moved into this area because we 
were a?racted to the natural beauty and peacefulness of the area. This neighborhood is 
removed from the hustle and bustle of Ann Arbor and provides its residents with a respite from 
the busier environments many of us work in. In parIcular we selected our house exactly 
because it is nestled in the forest away from the urban environment of Ann Arbor. If we had 
wanted proximity to the city we would have chosen a place in Ann Arbor. This rezoning proposal 
threatens to change the neighborhood we chose into one we were trying to avoid.  
 
At best this rezoning request can be viewed as a proposal that benefits one seller and one buyer 
at the expense of the enIre neighborhood. This property has been on the market for several 
years with an asking price that has a?racted no buyers. Garre?’s Space offers a deep pocket 
buyer for the seller at a price that the residenIal buyer pool is not able to meet. LeWng the 
highest bidders shape the direcIon of Superior township is not good plan of acIon for the 
people who live here or for that ma?er any other township or city. 
 
Let us be clear, Garre?’s Space is a noble cause, and we support their vision and mission. 
However, we are sIll opposed to any rezoning effort in our neighborhood because it opens the 
door for unknown change in our neighborhood. There are several large plots of land that, if this 
rezoning proposal goes through, could be accommodated and then repurposed in a similar 
manner leading to an irreversible change in the complexion of our rural, peaceful community 
one parcel at a Ime. 
 
This is not about Garret’s Space. If the property at 3800 Dixboro was to be sold to build a small 
shopping mall we would be against any rezoning to accommodate it. If the property was to be 
sold to a company wishing to put a manufacturing facility requiring rezoning we would rally 
against it. If a gas staIon was proposed to be placed on the corner of Dixboro and Warren we 
would be opposed to it. We are steadfast in our desire for our district to remain Agricultural A2 
in order to preserve the neighborhood we know and love and we strongly encourage the 
Trustees and Planning Commission to reject this proposed rezoning. 
 
If you have any quesIons and would like to contact us, feel free to call us at (206) 437-1374 
 
Sincerely, 
Brian and Sabrina Carlson 
5500 Warren Road 
Ann Arbor, MI 48105 



From: Christine Fitzsimons <christinefitzsimons@howardhanna.com> 
Date: March 20, 2023 at 5:58:01 PM EDT 
To: Lynette Findley <lynettefindley@superior-twp.org> 
Subject: Garrett's Space 

  

Dear Ms Findley: 
  
I am writing to express my dismay and absolute sadness that there is such a backlash by certain Superior 
Township residents with regards to the creation of Garrett’s Space.  I know Scott and Julie Halpert 
personally and my own daughter has participated in their on-line programming which proved to be very 
helpful as she struggled with her own depression, particularly through Covid.  As much as I could, I 
helped support Scott and Julie during the horrible time when dear Garrett took his life.  They are a 
remarkable couple who have made a deeply courageous commitment to offer a safe place for young 
adults to find solace and support.  They experienced themselves the absolute lack of places to go for 
young people dealing with depression, other than an ER department, when dark times hit.   
  
I am very familiar with the type of programming that would be offered to young people through 
Garrett’s Space – meditation, yoga, outdoor activities, group counseling, a place to be at one with 
nature etc.  It’s all about allowing these young individuals to come together with others struggling, to 
know that they are not alone and to gain support and coping methods to help them face what can be 
such a bleak and sad world in which we all find ourselves. 
  
Everyone is aware of the high rate of suicide in young adults.  It’s everywhere and I would even go as far 
as to say that there will not be a single person at your meeting tonight and Wednesday who does not 
have a first-hand or very close connection to someone battling depression and anxiety.  Just today I 
learned that the daughter of a recent client lost her life yesterday evening.  She was in her late 
20’s.  This is happening to a family that just lost the mother’s brother to suicide less than two years 
ago.  Everyone battling dark days of depression and anxiety needs help but our young people need it 
desperately given the fact that suicide is now the second leading cause of death in our 
country.  Everyone knows it, it’s in everyone’s family and yet the stigma of mental health is just so 
ingrained that it can feel as if no one cares.  And yet if it were their son or daughter, niece or nephew, 
friend’s or work colleague’s son or daughter, they would all say the same thing:  what are we doing to 
help our young people?  The answer, if the hysteria and mis-information that is only so apparent wins, is 
NOTHING. 
  
The purpose of Garrett’s Space is not to take in individuals with severe mental problems.  Those poor 
people will still be served by more conventional means such as psych wards and institutions.  I 
personally feel that’s people’s perception, coming from a place of absolute ignorance, is that Garrett’s 
Space will function like something out of a scene from One Flew Over The Cuckoo’s Nest.  Saying that its 
presence in Superior Township will affect property values as well as make it unsafe for young children in 
the vicinity to play outside is absolutely ridiculous and dangerously untrue.  Those opinions are narrow-
minded and lack any true awareness of the what and how Garrett’s Space would be.  Superior Township 
would be admired across the country for helping found such a worthy and worthwhile cause that is 
Garrett’s Space.  I can only hope that common sense and compassion can prevail.  We need this safe 
haven for our young and struggling population. 
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Thank you for your time reading this and I wish you and your Township board members all the very best. 
  
Best regards, 
Christine 
 



From: Cindy Abgarian <cgills@comcast.net>  
Sent: Friday, March 17, 2023 6:13 PM 
To: Laura Bennett <planning@superior-twp.org> 
Subject: Garrets Space 
  

To those at Superior Township, 
  
 My husband and myself would also like to be added to the list as those opposed to the 
proposed rezoning and potential sale of the property at 3900 Warren Rd to the promoters of 
Garret's Space. Although we recognize it as a worthy cause for these troubled youth, there are 
better venues and locations all ready zoned for these type of facilities. We purchased in the 
township some 25 years ago due to the rural setting it offered, and have watched over the 
years as Canton has crept west and Ann Arbor east. Our Township board up until now we have 
held in high esteem in keeping their promise to keep the township RURAL! Please don't open 
the doors to changing our landscape now 
  
Currently we are out of the country, otherwise we would be attending the upcoming meeting 
to voice our concerns and opposition to this venture, 
  
Alan & Cynthia Abgarian 
5420 Meadowcrest Dr 
Ann Arbor,Mi 48105 
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From: Cynthia Colton <ccolton@umich.edu> 
Date: Thursday, March 16, 2023 at 4:27 PM 
To: Lynette Findley <lynettefindley@superior-twp.org> 
Subject: Serras property 

We are writing to support the sale of the  Serras property on Dixboro Road to the Garrett's Space 
project.  They have demonstrated outstanding efforts to aid young people with emotional problems. 
The addition of a residential program will aid the young people in our community.  We can't imagine its 
presence would be a disruptive force in the neighborhood, we live off of Dixboro road as well.  
 
We all need to be part of the solution of this national problem. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jeffrey and Cynthia Colton 
First Presbyterian Church of Ann Arbor 
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March 17, 2023 
 
 
Dear Mr. Schwartz and Superior Township Trustees, 
 
I urge you to embrace Garrett’s Space’s services and population. 
 
I devoted nearly 40 years as a physician caring for the medical and emotional 
needs of teenagers and young adults at the Corner Health Center in Ypsilanti. 
From that service, I can tell you the young adults served by Garrett’s Space 
aren’t from “elsewhere”. They are “our” young adults. They are from every town 
and township, including from Superior Township, in Washtenaw County.  
 
The young adults served by Garretts Space suffer from depression and anxiety, 
as do a substantial percentage of young adults. These problems are rampant.  
With shocking frequency, they contribute to suicide risk. When suicide occurs, it 
takes an incalculable toll on family and other loved ones. For those who are 
considering suicide, but who receive inadequate or no treatment, their suffering 
dramatically decreases their ability to productively engage in relationships, 
school, and work. The overall impact on the community is devastating. 
 
Garrett’s Space can provide desperately needed support to young adults seeking 
to develop the skills and resilience to successfully manage their depression and 
anxiety. 
 
These young adults do not pose a risk to the safety of others. The only risks they 
pose are to their own safety. 
 
Another concern I’ve heard regards property values possibly declining.  As 
someone who recently moved from Ann Arbor to a neighboring township, I 
looked for a property near an organization like Garrett’s Space which promises to 
value, nurture, and conserve a beautiful, minimally developed neighboring 
property. Such a neighboring property would increase the value of a property to 
me, not lower it. So, I think the property value concern isn’t well founded. 
 
Should Superior Township grow in ways which foster diverse approaches to 
enhancing wellness and preserving greenspace, including the addition of 
Garrett’s Space, it will continue to be a wonderful place to live. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
David Share MD, MPH 
dshare@umich.edu 





From: Diana Dyer <dianadyera2@gmail.com> 
Date: March 20, 2023 at 4:11:10 PM EDT 
To: Ken Schwartz <kenschwartz@superior-twp.org>, Laura Bennett <planning@superior-twp.org>, 
Lynette Findley <lynettefindley@superior-twp.org>, Lisa Lewis <llewis@superior-twp.org>, "Nancy 
Caviston, Trustee" <education@superior-twp.org>, Bernice Lindke <blindke@superior-twp.org>, Bill 
Secrest <BSecrest@superior-twp.org>, Rhonda McGill <rmcgill@superior-twp.org> 
Subject: Garrett's Place Rezoning Concerns and Comments 

  

Dear Laura Bennett and all members of the Superior Township Board of Trustees,  
 
As residents of Superior Township (your constituents), we have strong concerns about the 
proposal to rezone the 69 acre parcel of land at 3900 N. Dixboxo to allow a medical facility for 
Garrett's Space, a residential treatment facility for young adults with depression, anxiety, and 
suicidal thoughts.  
 
We specifically purchased our home in rural Superior Township because of the combined 
residential neighborhoods and agriculture with the assurance that the township's strong Master 
Plan and guidelines on zoning would maintain and protect this unique environment.  
 
While we support the mission of a facility such as Garrett's Space, we encourage the founders 
and supporters of this new medical residential treatment center to look for options that do not 
require our Board Trustees to vote against our collective Superior Charter Township Master 
Plan.  
 
Thank you.  
 
Diana & Richard Dyer 
-------- 
Diana & Richard Dyer 
5846 Becky Ln, Ann Arbor, MI 48105 
Superior Township 
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From: Eileen Mollen <mollenet@umich.edu> 
Date: March 20, 2023 at 5:22:56 PM EDT 
To: Lynette Findley <lynettefindley@superior-twp.org> 
Subject: Support for Garrett’s Space 

  

  
Ms. Findley, 
I am writing this letter to support Garrett’s Space in Superior Township.  I am a psychologist (retired) 
who has worked with young adults and their families with anxiety and depression for my entire career.  I 
have witnessed their frustration with the lack of developmentally appropriate services available to these 
young folks that could have made them feel seen, heard, less isolated, supported and informed 
regarding their options to address their distress.  These wellness services could very well be the lifeline 
to help these young people thrive and critically for some, avoid suicide as a solution to their pain. 
 
The Halperts have conceptualized and created Garrett’s Space based on their own experience of what 
was lacking in the community for their son who tragically lost his life to suicide.  They have unselfishly 
worked toward a wellness program that could prevent other young adults and their families from 
experiencing the same tragedy.  The Halperts have been very thoughtful in their planning, engaging the 
top mental health specialists and practitioners in the area to ensure quality, effective and nurturing 
wellness programming.  This is not a mental hospital and they are explicit that they are not treating 
those with serious mental illness.   
 
Nationally and statewide, as well as locally, we all acknowledge that more must be done to address 
mental health in our young people, especially in the wake of Covid.  This is one ideal strategy.  We now 
have the opportunity to implement a program that could do just that. I urge you to support this 
endeavor on behalf of the young adults who could greatly benefit. 
 
I am also a neighbor of the proposed site.  I live in Fox Hollow Commons and  I have no concerns with 
safety as Garrett’s Space has been conceptualized.   
Thank you for your support of this important program. 
 
Eileen Mollen, PhD 
Psychologist (retired) 
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From: Ellie Serras <ellieserras@gmail.com> 
Date: March 16, 2023 at 8:50:17 PM EDT 
To: Ken Schwartz <kenschwartz@superior-twp.org>, Lynette Findley <lynettefindley@superior-twp.org> 
Subject: 3900 N. Dixboro Rd and Garrett's Space 

 

Dear Ken and Lynette 
 
I own the home and 76 acres at 3900 N. Dixboro Road in Superior Township. We 
built the house in 1994 and have lived there ever since. 

 

My late husband, Dennis, and my daughter suffered from depression and addiction. I 
know firsthand the devastating effects of a mental illness. 

 

I, and my daughters know there is a critical need for the treatment of young adults 
suffering from depression and we strongly believe in the ability of Garrett’s Space to 
fill that need.  

 

We believe they are the right buyer so much that we have contributed significant 
financial concessions for the purchase. We all  believe this is the perfect environment 
for a healing sanctuary and it saddens me that what should be a no-brainer - taking 
care of our troubled youth - can apparently fall victim to some of our more base 
interests and fears.  

If I wanted to make money from the sale of the property - I’d build a dozen 
mcmansions while cutting down trees, destroying natural habitats, bringing in heavy 
equipment to construct roads, and driveways before construction of the houses even 
begins… 

 

Garrett’s Space intends to preserve the natural integrity of the property as it is and 
create a haven for healing.  

The combination of helping people through the use of a beautiful natural open space 
is the best use we could’ve ever imagined. For ourselves and our neighbors. 



Garrett’s Space recognizes the value of open space as a healing 
environment and will preserve the integrity of the land 
honoring its inherent tranquility as a sanctuary for young 
people. 

 

The REAL FEAR for all of us to address – as I see it - is not how this will affect one 
neighborhood –  

But the VERY REAL FEAR of WHERE WILL OUR CHILDREN GO WHEN THEY NEED 
HELP? 

 

This is our opportunity to do what’s good for the community as a whole and  

Take into account how that will affect everyone’s health and wellbeing. 

 

Thank you for your consideration 

Sincerely 

Ellie Serras 
734-646-7087 cell 
"Run to the rescue with love and peace will follow" River Phoenix 
 
Download the Brain Plasticity Ukulele Collective (BPUC) cd now!!! at 
https://brainplasticityukulelecollective.bandcamp.com/releases 
 

https://brainplasticityukulelecollective.bandcamp.com/releases




Stephan Taylor, M.D. 
3629 Tanglewood Dr 
 
Gregory Dalack, MD. 
3717 Creekside Court  
Ann Arbor, MI 48105 
 
March 19, 2023 
 
Subject:  Garrett’s Space Site Plan Application to Superior Township Zoning Board  
 
Lynette Findley  
Superior Township Clerk 
 
Dear Ms. Findley; 
 
We are writing to express our strongest support for an application submitted by Garrett’s 
Space, an Ann Arbor based suicide prevention nonprofit, regarding their efforts to rezone a 76-
acre property located at 3900 N. Dixboro Road to allow its use for as a holistically focused 
residential center for young adults struggling with depression and anxiety.  The goal of this 
critical project is to save lives, the lives of the children of this community.  Many of us struggle 
with depression or anxiety, and all of us know someone who does.  Whether we are rich or 
poor, doctors, lawyers, nurses, small business owners, corporate CEOs, construction workers, 
road crew workers, in retail, teachers, etc., we are not immune to depression or anxiety.  We 
are not immune to suicide, and neither are our children.  Young adults are particularly 
vulnerable, are poorly served by current mental health infrastructure, and are particularly tragic 
to lose to suicide before they have a chance to get their feet underneath themselves and move 
into full adulthood.  Garrett’s Space is designed to offer a lifesaving kind of support to these 
young adults.   
 
We have lived in Superior Township for many years.  We share a deep love of this area with our 
neighbors.  We are deeply committed to the beauty of the area, the safety and well-being of 
everyone who lives here, and the natural tranquility of our neighborhoods.  We understand 
that for many local residents this type of proposal triggers anxiety or even fear, but we have 
extensive first-hand experience with the type of young people whose lives might be saved by 
this retreat, and we know that they pose no danger to our community.  As described by the 
Garrett’s Space founders: ”The young people we’ll be supporting are coming to GS voluntarily 
seeking a lifeline to find connections, support and hope. We will not be serving young people 
who are actively suicidal or those with psychosis or mania or who represent a danger to others. 
We will conduct rigorous screening of our applicants and continue to assess them while they’re 
with us.” Moreover, we will be providing assurances in our agreement with the Township that 
our use and target population won’t change during or after our tenure.”  As psychiatrists, we 
know that the young adults we serve in our Michigan Medicine Department of Psychiatry are 
our kids and your kids.  They are not outsiders.  They are us.  They are not dangerous.  They are 



our community’s future.  We cannot afford to lose more of them, at a naturally tumultuous 
time of life, while we all try to survive in an unnaturally tumultuous time in history.   
 
We have been impressed by the passion and professionalism shown by Scott and Julie Halpert 
in developing their novel concept of a haven for young adults who are struggling during critical 
transitional years.  We are impressed by their passion for this property and by their 
commitment to its preservation as a place of peace, tranquility and beauty.  They have a 
beautiful vision for this property and a vision that is much more in concert with the kind of 
world we all want to live in than that of the most likely alternative purchasers.  They will cherish 
and protect this property, and use it to make a better more caring world, not develop or parcel 
it for profit.  
 
Garrett’s Space is already filling a local void for those who can benefit from short-term support 
at a critical transition point in their lives.  It is already working hard to save lives that are all too 
often tragically lost to emotional struggle during a very challenging time of life.  The full 
enactment of the Garrett’s Space vision can pave the way for long term healing for the many 
vulnerable young adults amongst our kids, yours and mine, now and in the future.   
 
In advance of your public hearing we would appreciate you sharing this with other members of 
the board as an additional voice in strong support to bring Garrett’s Space into our Superior 
Township. 
 
Warmest regards, 
 

 
Stephan Taylor, M.D. 
Professor of Psychiatry 
University of Michigan 
 

 
Gregory W. Dalack, M.D. 
Professor of Psychiatry 
University of Michigan 



March 17, 2023  
 
To Whom It May Concern,   
 
We write this letter to communicate our considerable apprehension regarding the rezoning and 
subsequent approval of the property directly behind our home for Garrett’s Place. We have six 
children, ranging in age from 14 years old down to one year old. We moved to Ann Arbor in 
2016 and lived here for a year before choosing and purchasing the property we live on, directly 
bordering the property in question. We specifically chose to build on the property we have for its 
location and for the ability of our children to have safe space to live and grow up.   
 
We deeply believe in the mission of Garrett’s Place and the issue of suicide, especially in this 
age bracket, is quite close to our hearts. However, we are against the rezoning of this property for 
Garrett’s Place because while we acknowledge that the location may be beneficial for the 
operation, it is not beneficial for those who already live in the surrounding areas. It is not 
appropriate to move a mental health facility into a residential area for many reasons. There is a 
lack of ability to enforce physical boundaries: it has been made clear to residents that there will 
be walking trails built into the woods adjacent to the property. Those woods directly border our 
own property. We feel that this is a direct threat to our children’s way of life and their freedom to 
move around on our property without worry.   
 
Further, it is ethically imperative to guarantee the highest quality mental health treatment to 
those entering the facility. It should not be a concern of theirs whether there are neighbors that 
their presence will disturb, yet this is absolutely the case here. Also, it is unclear how the stability 
of the patients of Garrett’s Place can be ensured to the surrounding residents. How can one know 
for certain that people who have struggled with previous suicidality and/or depression or other 
mental health issues will at no time become actively suicidal? The implications of this are 
incredibly concerning.   
 
We additionally believe that rezoning this property will set a precedence for other properties in 
the area, threatening to destroy the atmosphere many have worked to create of a place that is not 
a downtown hub. On one hand, we recognize the need for Garrett’s Place but we also feel that 
choosing this location will change residents’ capacity to sell their homes, if the need arises.   
Another point that has us concerned is that fact that 75% of our property is designated as 
Wetlands.  We are the property at the lowest point with the surrounding properties at a higher 
elevation.  Several years ago, we experienced the flooding of Fleming Creek that came too close 
for comfort.  What would a new facility housing ~30 people~ do to our water table, 
waste/sewage, the wetlands, etc?    
 
We would like to reiterate that we support those working to aid in mental health struggles, such 
as Garrett’s Place. Theirs is a noble and worthy mission. We hope that they are able to find a 
more suitable location elsewhere. The property they are currently attempting to rezone is 
inappropriate and jeopardizes the quality of life the surrounding residents have already 
cultivated. We stand firmly against the decision to rezone this property.   
 
Thank you for your time and attention to this matter.   
 



Respectfully,   
 
Stephen and Krista Henley   
 



March 17, 2023

Dear Dr. Findley,

I am reaching out to you as a concerned citizen to express my support for Garrett’s Space. I
understand there has been some controversy around their acquisition of land, and I just wanted to
add my voice to the chorus of voices calling for approval of this vital space for our young people.

The mission of Garrett’s Space is close to my heart. I am a social worker, a mental health researcher,
and a parent of a small child. In 2019, I lost my little brother Daniel to suicide. He was 21. Like
Garrett and so many other young people struggling with depression and anxiety, Dan was a
sensitive soul. Gentle, kind, generous, reflective and artistic, he was keenly attuned to both the
beauty and suffering around him. Eventually, despite our efforts to connect him with therapy,
medication, in-patient care, and personal and professional support, Dan lost his battle with
depression. On May 13, 2019, he took his own life.

That heartache is a loss I would wish on no one. Yet far too many people share in this pain. I know of
at least two men who were at Dan’s funeral who have since died by suicide. I can’t think of a person
under 25 I know who hasn’t struggled with mental health challenges. Nationally, 70% of teens are
estimated to be struggling with depression and anxiety. Suicide is the leading cause of death among
youth and young adults in Michigan.What are we to do about this?

Julie and Scott Halpert, Garrett’s parents, have worked tirelessly to build the kind of programming
and holistic space that young people like Garrett and Dan could have benefitted from: a serene,
healing place where they are seen, heard and welcomed; where their sensitivity can be
explored, not as a burden, but as a gift. It breaks my heart to hear that, out of concern for property
values, a few angry neighbors would seek to keep a mission like this frommoving forward. What
does that tell our young people about their place among us? What does that say about their future?

Our world seems to be in crisis right now— politically, socially, economically,
interpersonally, spiritually. Not a realm is untouched. It’s no wonder so many
young adults feel hopeless and overwhelmed. We don’t need people to tear
down. We need people to build up. We need healing, community, restoration,
peace, activism, support. When these neighbors rally against “delinquents”
infiltrating their neighborhood and hurting their quality of life, I wish they
could hold in mind Dan, sitting under a tree sketching quietly in his
sketchbook or strumming his guitar singing the Beatles beside a creek. This
is who they are fighting. It may well be that their own children and
grandchildren, their loved ones, could one day be served by this space.

Thank you for your public service, and for listening to our voices. Please don’t hesitate to reach out
if there’s anything else I can do.

All my best,

Charity M. Hoffman, PhD, MA, MSW
Qualitative Research Specialist
Department of Psychiatry
University Michigan
charityh@umich.edu



From: Inge Miller <inge.miller@gmail.com> 
Date: March 20, 2023 at 7:52:43 AM EDT 
To: Lynette Findley <lynettefindley@superior-twp.org> 
Subject: Support for Garrett's Space 

  

Dear Dr. Findley,  
 
I am writing in support of Scott and Julie Halpert and Garrett's Space.  My family, and in particular, my 
oldest daughter, knows the Halpert family and knew Garrett when he was in high school and 
college.  What a wonderful young person he was and how kind he was to play tennis periodically with a 
much younger player from the neighborhood.  He was a fabulous influence on our daughter who 
now plays tennis for the University of Michigan.   
 
Our family was devastated to learn of Garrett's passing in 2017.  I have been lucky to be a supporter and 
peripheral part of Garrett's Space since early on and I was so excited to learn of the property Scott and 
Julie found in Northeast Ann Arbor.  It is such a perfect setting to accomplish the wonderful goals that 
the organization has set forth.  It saddens me to think that neighbors and community members can't 
understand the need for this organization in our community and the amazing contribution and tireless 
efforts that Scott and Julie have poured into this endeavour to help young people from the community 
by providing them with connection, activities, hope, and community.  The evidence can be found in 
Scott's letter as to the need for this space.  
 
Having raised and still raising three children, ages 21, 18, and 12 in the Ann Arbor community, there is 
no shortage of evidence that mental health is a constant concern for many parents.  If you don't have 
children in this age group or don't keep up with the effects of social media, the lingering effects of the 
pandemic, or even just read or watch the news regularly, it might be easy to dismiss this issue or think 
that your own child would never need these services.  It would also be easy to judge these young people 
and think that they are not worthy of a space like this.  Frankly, I feel sorry for the neighbors that are 
lashing out against this proposal.  I believe that Garrett's Space would actually add value to the 
neighborhood and community.  I also believe that this arrogance and ignorance will catch up with these 
families one day in the future when they realize the intrinsic value that such a well-run, community-
oriented, and forward-thinking organization will bring to the Ann Arbor community. 
 
Please allow Garrett's Space to move forward with their plans - for the sake of our youth and our 
future.  I am extremely confident that Julie and Scott will ensure that Garrett's Space is a thriving, 
welcoming, safe, and upstanding organization resulting in a positive impact to the community and 
neighborhood in which it resides.  This has been their mission since 2017.  There are no better people or 
more qualified organizations in existence than Julie, Scott, and Garrett's Space. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions.  I can be reached at this email or 734-358-
0977. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Inge Miller and children Kari, Reese, and Grant Miller 

 You don't often get email from inge.miller@gmail.com. Learn why this is important  

mailto:inge.miller@gmail.com
mailto:lynettefindley@superior-twp.org
mailto:inge.miller@gmail.com
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: Irv Leon <irvgleon@gmail.com> 
Date: March 18, 2023 at 7:10:53 PM EDT 
To: Lynette Findley <lynettefindley@superior-twp.org> 
Subject: Re: Support of residential treatment setting for Garretts Space in Superior Township 

  

 
 
On Sat, Mar 18, 2023 at 4:06 PM Irv Leon <irvgleon@gmail.com> wrote: 
Dear Dr. Findley,  
 
I wish to heartily support the establishment of a residential center for depressed and troubled 
adolescents and young adults in Superior Township. While I can understand the self-protective concerns 
of local citizens there over the possibility of disruptive young people, several points need to be 
made.  As a clinical psychologist who specializes in bereavement and loss issues, I am aware of no study 
that suggests having such a center would jeopardize the local community in any fashion.  Instead having 
a place to address the concerns and needs of such children and young adults is more likely to help them 
rather than hurt local residents.  Ironically the local opposition to such a center—as well intended as it 
might be—illustrates the vital need for such a treatment setting.  That is, it is the stigma and myths 
about the dangers of those struggling with depression and mental health issues that need to be 
challenged in order to reduce the isolation and estrangement of those young people from the general 
community which Garretts Space seeks to do.   
 
Garretts Space is an innovative and effective treatment model that based on its uniqueness and well 
thought out goals may become a blueprint for like centers in other places.  Their efforts to address the 
problems of young people in our area should be admired and emulated rather than thwarted. 
 
Sincerely, 
Irving Leon, Ph.D. 
Clinical Psychologist 
Adjunct Associate Psychologist of Obstetrics and Gynecology 
Michigan Medicine  
 
--  
Irving G. Leon, Ph.D. 
Licensed Clinical Psychologist 
Adjunct Associate Professor of Obstetrics and Gynecology 
Michigan Medicine 
Email: irvgleon@gmail.com 
--  
Irving G. Leon, Ph.D. 
Licensed Clinical Psychologist 
Adjunct Associate Professor of Obstetrics and Gynecology 
Michigan Medicine 
Email: irvgleon@gmail.com 
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March 19, 2023 

Subject: Garrett’s Space Site Plan Application to Superior Township Zoning Board  

Lynette Findley, Superior Township Clerk 
 
Dear Dr. Findley;  

As a proud resident of Superior Township, I am writing in support of the application submitted to 
Superior Township’s Zoning Board, by Garrett’s Space, the Ann Arbor-based suicide prevention, 
nonprofit organization. They request the Township to rezone the 76-acre property located at 3900 N. 
Dixboro Road, so that the site can be used to house a short-term residential center for young adults who 
are struggling with depression and anxiety, and are at risk of suicide. 

Scott and Julie Halpert, along with too many others, lost their son to suicide, and were motivated to 
create the kind of supportive environment Garrett needed, but that was not available. They, along with 
the Board and highly skilled staff of their center, have worked toward creating a holistically focused, 
short term residential program in a quiet environment, for young people who need more support than 
they can receive from outpatient therapists.   

We have all heard about the increase in mental health concerns among young people over the past 
several years.  Garrett’s Space currently serves 25 young adults in the greater Ann Arbor area through 
virtual support groups. The goal of the proposed residential center on N. Dixboro Road is to provide care 
for those 18-28 years old who are not in need of hospitalization. They are in need of support, however, 
and of effective strategies to help them cope. The plan is for 15 to 20 residents to stay overnight at the 
center for three to four weeks, with another 10 young adults to visit for day programming.  Garret’s 
Space plans to use the existing home for group activities and administrative offices, and to build an 
11,000 sq. foot residential center, and 2,000 sq foot creative space for yoga, dance and art activities. 
Both of these facilities will be built in an area that is out of the line of sight from the nearest neighbors.  
They also plan to maintain a buffer zone of 200 feet around the perimeter of the property. 

I have heard that neighbors are concerned about the presence of this type of program on that land, as 
they feel it will put them and their families at risk. I understand that people who wish to stay at the 
residential center are carefully screened for admission; those who cannot safely handle being in such a 
program will not be admitted. Other facilities in the Ann Arbor area address the needs of those suffering 
from substance abuse disorder, those who are recently incarcerated, and those with serious mental 
illnesses. The Garrett’s Space is not designed to assist them.   

 The residential program will be generously staffed twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week, 
with qualified professionals trained in providing supportive care to young people. I am impressed with 
the strong financial support members of our community have extended to Garrett’s Space in recognition 
of the great need. We are extremely fortunate to have this type of program available to our youth who 
will benefit from it and urge the Zoning Board to approve the rezoning request.  

Sincerely,  

Janet R. Gilsdorf, MD   

5796 Tanglewood Drive, Ann Arbor, 48105  
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March 17, 2023 

 

Lynette Findley, Township Clerk 

Superior Township 

3040 North Prospect 

Superior Township, MI 48198 

lynettefindley@superior-twp.org 

 

RE: Garrett’s Space  

 

Dear Trustee Findley and fellow Trustees,  

 

Washtenaw County Health Department is writing to urge you to support Garrett’s Space proposed 

residential center in Superior Township. Mental health remains a top concern across our county, and 

especially in the eastern side of the county where health issues are often more prevalent, and 

access is frequently more challenging. At the same time, data shows youth mental health has 

worsened over time and continues to decline.  

 

Over the last decade, the percentage of students across every racial and ethnic group who felt 

persistently sad or hopeless has increased (p 59-60). In Washtenaw County, nearly 40% of all 9th and 

11th graders surveyed reported feeling sad or hopeless every day for the past two weeks in 2022. 

This is up from 28% in 2012.  

 

While Washtenaw County is fortunate to have a higher number of health and mental health 

professionals than other areas, it is not enough and not accessible enough. We hear consistently 

that community members across our community struggle to get needed mental health care or crisis 

care. Again, this is with the relatively greater number of resources available locally and the local 

millage investments. There are not enough crisis resources, treatment options or prevention services 

available to shift current trends.  

 

If any of you have tried to support a loved one seeking mental health support, you have seen that the 

system is fragmented and difficult to navigate. We can and should do better as a community. The 

center proposed by Garrett’s Space will offer an incredible opportunity for healing and growth to 

young people. Services like this provide hope and tangible options for shifting the worsening mental 

health trends among young people.  

 

Importantly, such resources provide incredible value where they are located and broadly to our entire 

community. The Superior Township location is extremely accessible to the community, while 

providing an ideal healing environment in nature. We hope you will consider the many benefits of 

establishing this center and provide full your support.  

 

Thank you,  

 

 

 

Jimena Loveluck, MSW, Health Officer 

mailto:lynettefindley@superior-twp.org
http://www.opportunitywashtenaw.org/
chrome-extensihttps://www.cdc.gov/healthyyouth/data/yrbs/pdf/YRBS_Data-Summary-Trends_Report2023_508.pdf
https://www.healthforallwashtenaw.org/indicators/index/view?indicatorId=9723&localeId=1363




From: Linda Lampman <llampman1417@gmail.com> 
Date: March 18, 2023 at 8:58:38 PM EDT 
To: Lynette Findley <lynettefindley@superior-twp.org> 
Subject: Support for Garrett's Space 

  

Dear Lynette, 
I understand that there is opposition to the proposed purchase of land in Superior Township that would 
be Garrett's Space, a place for young adults to share challenges, support one another, gain critical 
connections when they feel lonely, and realize that they are not alone in their struggles. As a Stephen 
Minister at First Presbyterian Church Ann Arbor, I am acutely aware of what an impact this space would 
be for an important population in our city. Individuals who struggle with mental health issues need 
compassion, understanding and contact with others as they work to regain their equilibrium. Being a 
hub for so many college students, Ann Arbor has the unique privilege and challenge to support each one 
of them however we can. To imagine that there are people who would be more interested in protecting 
their property values than in helping to improve the lives of these individuals is immensely distressing. It 
is not hard to do the right thing and I'm hoping that the public hearing on Monday evening will result in 
Superior Township doing the right thing with their support of Garrett's Space.  
 
Most sincerely, 
Linda Lampman  
1417 Granger 
Ann Arbor 48104 
 

 You don't often get email from llampman1417@gmail.com. Learn why this is important  
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From: Meredith Schindler <meredithlschindler@gmail.com> 
Date: March 16, 2023 at 8:54:08 PM EDT 
To: Lynette Findley <lynettefindley@superior-twp.org> 
Subject: Support for Garrett's Space 

  

Dear Superior Township Board of Trustees,   
 
I write today in strong support of the Garrett's Space project slated for Dixboro Road north of M-14. I 
am a resident of Superior Township, and I also am the Executive Director of Ann Arbor Academy, an 
independent school for students with autism, ADHD, and other learning disabilities and differences. 
 
I see firsthand every day the terrible impact that poor mental health has on our students, and on our 
alumni. Young people with these disabilities are at greater risk for self harm and suicide, and we have 
lost at least 3 alumni to suicide in recent years. I want to make sure I am a part of helping to prevent any 
more lives being lost.  
 
Often, suicidal young adults can move through their feelings of despair and their suicidal ideation with 
time, support, proper medication, and a safe haven where they can find their footing again. Too often, 
they don't get those supports, and, too often, they are lost. These are beautiful people, with so much to 
give the world, and we have proven ways to help prevent these tragedies. I just think it's imperative that 
we do all we can to make this project a reality. 
 
I would have no problem living next to a healing center such as Garrett's Space. I know that people with 
depression are sometimes a danger to themselves, but they are not a danger to others. I also know that 
many people would love to be near a facility that demonstrates such care and compassion for some of 
our most vulnerable young people. We need more places like Garrett's Space, and the more local 
support we have, the more we show our nature as a community. That's a community I am proud to be a 
part of. 
 
Thank you so much for your time,  
Meredith Schindler 
5880 Vreeland Road 

734-476-6277 

 

 You don't often get email from meredithlschindler@gmail.com. Learn why this is important  
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From: Nancy Leon <nanleon@comcast.net> 
Date: March 18, 2023 at 7:10:44 PM EDT 
To: Lynette Findley <lynettefindley@superior-twp.org> 
Subject: Garrett’s Space 

[You don't often get email from nanleon@comcast.net. Learn why this is important at 
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ] 
 
Dear Dr. Findley, 
As a tutor for dyslexic youth and the parent of a 28 year old son, I am keenly aware of the challenges 
young people face as they grow up. 
I knew Garrett Halpert since he was a toddler. Garrett and my son went to school and played together 
on sports teams. We were stunned and saddened when we heard about Garrett’s suicide. We 
remembered his beautiful smile and fun loving nature, and couldn’t believe he was gone. 
His parents, Julie and Scott, have since worked tirelessly to educate and help others with challenging 
emotional problems. From the beginning, they hoped to found a center where young adults could find 
companionship, understanding, and support. 
We have been donors, and were thrilled when we heard about the large natural property they found. It 
seems perfect for the kind of healing and accepting work they hope to provide. They have had expert 
consultation all along and have sound plans for a safe, controlled environment. 
Having known Garrett and other young adults struggling with depression, I do not think there is anything 
for the neighbors of this large property to fear. Well screened clients 
will be there voluntarily and work with highly qualified professionals.  If anything, I think the young 
adults will feel safer within the privacy of this large property, away from neighbors. 
I sincerely hope that the township can see the way to protect this very important project. 
Thank you for reading this and please feel free to contact me if I can be of further help, 
Nancy Leon 
3117 Overridge Dr. 
Ann Arbor, MI 48104 
734-355-5154 
 

mailto:nanleon@comcast.net
mailto:lynettefindley@superior-twp.org
mailto:nanleon@comcast.net
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From: Ramona Parker-Muhammad <ramonapm@comcast.net>  
Sent: Monday, March 20, 2023 1:19 PM 
To: Bernice Lindke <blindke@superior-twp.org>; Rhonda McGill <rmcgill@superior-twp.org>; Nancy 
Caviston, Trustee <education@superior-twp.org>; Lynette Findley <lynettefindley@superior-twp.org>; 
Lisa Lewis <llewis@superior-twp.org>; Ken Schwartz <kenschwartz@superior-twp.org> 
Subject: Support of Garrett's Space rezoning 
 

Good afternoon,  
 
As a long time resident (35 years) of Superior Township, I am writing to ask your 
support of the rezoning and acquisition of property for Garrett's Space.  
 
I am certain there are many in our community that have been impacted either directly or 
indirectly by suicide.  This beacon of light in our community will save and change many 
lives.  With it's holistically-focused approach for young adults ages 18 to 28, I believe it 
will be an asset to our community.   
 
Their space will be immersed in nature and teach young adults healthy coping 
strategies like yoga, meditation, music and healthy cooking.  They will provide peer 
support to help young adults realize they are not alone in their struggles.  
 
While I am unable to attend the public hearing this evening, I do hope you will consider 
my support in moving forward with this mental health support option.  

Sincerely, 

Ramona Parker-Muhammad 

 

 You don't often get email from ramonapm@comcast.net. Learn why this is important  
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From: Jean Rosella <jmr4000@hotmail.com> 
Date: March 20, 2023 at 3:04:44 PM EDT 
To: Lynette Findley <lynettefindley@superior-twp.org>, Ken Schwartz <kenschwartz@superior-
twp.org>, Rhonda McGill <rmcgill@superior-twp.org>, Bill Secrest <BSecrest@superior-twp.org>, 
Bernice Lindke <blindke@superior-twp.org>, "Nancy Caviston, Trustee" <education@superior-twp.org>, 
Lisa Lewis <llewis@superior-twp.org> 
Subject: IMPORTANT--Response to Martha Merritts' letter to Superior Township 

  

 To All Concerned: 
 
Because we are anticipating a large gathering at tonight's meeting, we ask that, in assisting with 
time, this letter be filed appropriately, or read by a Board Member at the meeting, in Response 
to Martha Merritts' letter. Thank you. 
 
Dear Board of Trustees: 
 
This letter is in response to the Martha Merritts' letter to you expressing her "fervent support 
for the approval of the Garrett's Space (sic) plan for 3900 N. Dixboro Road (the Serras' estate)." 
Merritts acknowledges that, last year, she was approached by Julie and Scott Halpert, who were 
in search of "vacant land in a natural setting." Apparently, Julie and Scott were looking for this 
land in Superior Township. (Please note that we did not become aware of the Garrett-Space 
plan until February of this year.)  
 
Why are Julie and Scott Halpert looking for such land in Superior Township? Well, as Merritts so 
eloquently states in her letter, "Superior Township residents LOVE our nature, animals, quiet 
and privacy." Merritts could not be more correct. And, let it be known again, that those are 
precisely some of the stated reasons we oppose the request for the rezoning of the Serras' 
estate. In fact, Warren Road, from Dixboro Road to Vorhies, is declared a "Natural Beauty 
Road," and is therefore not paved, so we who live in close proximity can enjoy "quiet and 
privacy."  
 
Merritts also acknowledges that "vacant land in Superior Township is fiercely protected from 
high-density development." Again, Merritts is correct. And, again, we agree. In fact, it should be 
noted that, in 2019, Merritts and her husband were fervently opposed to such high-density 
development, specifically the Champions Sports center. At the public hearing, on April 24, 
2019,Merritts stated her reasons for opposing the center. She "expressed concerns with 
potential crime (could this be the fear as a motivator which she referred to in her letter about 
us) that the development could lead to. She also explained how the rural nature of the 
Township lead her to build her home here." Her husband expressed "concerns the 
development could have on the water table." Sound familiar. Yes, you have received calls and 
letters from many of us expressing those stated reasons as the reasons that we oppose the 

 Some people who received this message don't often get email from jmr4000@hotmail.com. Learn why this is 
important 
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rezoning of the Serras' estate. However, it appears that Martha Merritts has changed her mind, 
which she is allowed to do. The question, however, is why? We pose that question to the 
Board.  
 
As you know, the Serras' estate has been on the market since August 2014, at which time the 
listing price was $3,250,000. From that time forward, the price has changed four times—from 
the initial listing price to $2,600,000 to $2,250,000 to $3,670,000 to the present price of 
$4,820,000. (We question why the price is so high now when an apparent federal grant is 
involved.) Also, during the last nine years, the listing was removed four times. Apparently, the 
Serras' property was a difficult piece of property to sell. So, now, when our properties cannot 
be sold, we turn to the Township and ask them to rezone our properties so they can be sold? 
We ask the federal government for a grant? Is this a precedent that should be introduced? Is 
this going to be the future of Superior Township property development? There are many pieces 
of property in our area with acreage that could be rezoned into various high-density 
developments. A property of such nature that comes to mind is the property at the corner of 
Warren and Vorhies Roads. The property is huge and if it were on the market and could not be 
sold, could it be the next property to be rezoned for high-density development or a medical 
facility? This is just something to think about.   
 
To address those in support of the rezoning of the Serras' estate, let it be said that the majority 
are not Superior Township residents. Some that do live in Superior Township live about four 
miles away in gated communities. Why did they choose to live in a gated community? Fear as a 
motivator? Safety as a motivator? Population as a motivator? Also, the Serras' chose to live 
with much privacy—it is necessary to know the code to enter the property because it is gated. 
Question—what was the motivating factor? 
 
Merritts' letter refers to those of us opposed to the rezoning of the Serras' property as 
"NIMBYS." If this acronym is being used to define us as objecting to a development that will 
affect our homes and properties, then we are "NIMBYS." But if it is being used as mocking us as 
being opposed to the undertaking of a project that could potentially benefit adults, ages 18 to 
28, who are depressed and possibly suicidal, then she is blatantly wrong. This ad hominem 
attack is being used to confuse what is the actual objection here, and simply stated, we are 
opposed to the rezoning of the property on which the Serras' home is located. We take offense 
to the indirect reference that we are inhumane and that we are not friendly to what could be a 
valuable resource in the community. Not one of us has taken that position. Rather it has been 
stated many times that we all empathize with Julie and Scott. What they experienced is totally 
unimaginable. Unless one has walked in their shoes, one cannot imagine the grief. Let us not 
confuse the two issues.  
 
We also note that Julie and Scott have done much work in regard to the development of 
Garrett's Space. In fact, their who's who's list is quite impressive and intimidating. They have 
networked in many ways—to physicians, social workers, etc., at the University of Michigan and 
other surrounding universities, and to many political representatives in our area and state, as 
well as to many in the arts industry. They no doubt have done their homework. We believe that 



the networks that they have formed would allow them to develop Garrett's Space in an area 
already zoned for such developments.    
 
Thank you, for your attention to this matter. 
 
Best Regards,  
John and Jean Rosella 
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March 18, 2023 

 

Subject:  Garrett’s Space Site Plan Application to Superior Township Zoning Board  

 

To Whom it May Concern,  

 

On behalf of Washtenaw County Community Mental Health (WCCMH) Youth and Family Services I am 

writing this letter of support in favor Garrett’s Site Plan Application. WCCMH provides mental health 

services for youth, young adults, and their families in our community. We have experienced a recent rise 

in young people struggling with their mental health and in need of additional support. 

 

When a young person is in extreme emotional distress, the potential of suicide escalates.  Parents express concern 

for their child’s mental health and are often unsure how best to keep them safe.  The state has a shortage of 

psychiatric beds for youth and adolescents, and hospitalization is not always the best treatment option.  

Families can find themselves unable to identify the right treatment for their child that is going through a 

mental health crisis. This can result in unnecessary and preventable suffering, loss, and grief.   

  

Our agency has experienced an increased need for support services for adolescents and young adults 

afflicted with mental health challenges and having thoughts of suicide. There is an overwhelming need for 

care alternatives in our community and throughout the state. A treatment option in a healing environment 

that focuses on the holistic needs of youth and young adults can provide the necessary support to 

significantly reduce the risk of self-harm. Having an organization taking a proactive approach to increase 

access to supportive treatment would be a tremendous asset to our local community 

 

In advance of your public hearing, we would appreciate you sharing this letter with the other board 

members as an additional voice in strong support of Garrett’s Place.  They are uniquely situated to 

provide a safe space for adolescents and young adults to go when they need mental health services when 

they need it most. 

 

Building capacity to address critical and essential mental health needs of youth will ultimately improve 

health outcomes and could prevent a tragedy. As a mental health professional who specializes in working 

with youth and their families, I offer my full support for Garrett’s Space Site Plan Application.  

 

If you need any additional information, please contact me at 734-368-8794.  

 

Sincerely,  

  

Elizabeth Spring-Nichols RN, MS 
 

Elizabeth Spring-Nichols RN, LBSW, MS 

Washtenaw County Community Mental Health 

Program Administrator, Youth & Family Services 

2140 Ellsworth, Ann Arbor MI 734-368-8794 

springe@washtenaw.org  

mailto:springe@washtenaw.org


From: sharon stetz <sharonpstetz@gmail.com>  
Sent: Monday, March 20, 2023 9:03 AM 
To: Ken Schwartz <kenschwartz@superior-twp.org> 
Subject: Garrett's Space 
  

Dear Mr. Schwartz and Superior Township Board Members:  
  
I am writing to show support for the  Serras property to be used for Garrett's Space which is  an 
effective, life sustaining program.  The mental health needs of our youth are omnipresent and can't be 
ignored.   Personal stigma is the reason why most individuals don't seek treatment and 
institutional  stigma is the reason why we are having this discussion today.  The best way to reduce 
stigma is by talking openly, educating and encouraging equality and empowerment. And I do believe 
that Washtenaw County is filled with  educated and empathic individuals who want to leave the next 
generations with hope through genuine solutions.  
  
Respectfully, 
  
Sharon P. Stetz, PMHNP-BC 
  
Washtenaw County Community Mental Health 
University of Michigan Addiction Treatment Services 
Dawn Farm 
 

 You don't often get email from sharonpstetz@gmail.com. Learn why this is important  
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From: Preston Family <nakamurapreston@gmail.com> 
Date: March 17, 2023 at 2:58:34 PM EDT 
To: Lynette Findley <lynettefindley@superior-twp.org> 
Cc: Board <board@superior-twp.org> 
Subject: 3900 Dixboro Rezoning 

[Some people who received this message don't often get email from nakamurapreston@gmail.com. 
Learn why this is important at https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ] 
 
Hi Lynette, 
 
Will you please add my name to the list of individuals opposed to rezoning this property? I spoke at last 
months board meeting and my wife Yume Preston also wrote a letter. 
 
Thank you and have a great weekend! 
 
Steve Preston 
3979 Fleming Ridge Drive 
Ann Arbor 48105 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 

mailto:nakamurapreston@gmail.com
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From: Tony S <suareztr@gmail.com>  
Sent: Friday, March 17, 2023 4:39 PM 
To: ynettefindley@superior-twp.org; Lisa Lewis <llewis@superior-twp.org>; Nancy Caviston, Trustee 
<education@superior-twp.org>; Bernice Lindke <blindke@superior-twp.org>; Rhonda McGill 
<rmcgill@superior-twp.org>; Bill Secrest <BSecrest@superior-twp.org>; Ken Schwartz 
<kenschwartz@superior-twp.org>; Laura Bennett <planning@superior-twp.org> 
Subject: RE-ZONING of 3900 Dixboro...Mar 20 Mtg Packet 
  

Dear Board Members and Officials,  
  
Regarding the packet for the Board Meeting for March 20: 
  
You have included many letters from non-residents that support the "concept" of Garrett's Space.  
The support of the "concept" and the support of a "location" are two different discussions. 
  
The township should be focusing on ONLY letters from township residents who are for and against RE-
ZONING.  
  
All other letters indicating non-resident's approval for the "concept" should not be included for RE-
ZONING discussions.  
  
When shopping for property I chose a location zoned correctly for my usage. Others should do the same. 
Or what is the value of a Master Plan?  
  
Please put this "concept" in an area already ZONED for this type of usage.  
  
Regards, 
Anton and Beth Suarez 
5092 Warren Rd 
  
 

 Some people who received this message don't often get email from suareztr@gmail.com. Learn why this is 
important 
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From: Susan Todoroff <todoroffs@namiwc.org> 
Date: March 17, 2023 at 9:35:14 PM EDT 
To: Lynette Findley <lynettefindley@superior-twp.org> 
Subject: Garrett's Space 

[You don't often get email from todoroffs@namiwc.org. Learn why this is important at 
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ] 
 
Dear Ms. Findley, 
 
As the parent of a young adult with a history of mental health challenges, I fully support the building of a 
physical space to support the work Garrett’s Space is trying to do. Had there been a place like this when 
my daughter was suffering at her worst, we may have avoided many hours in hospital psychiatric 
emergency rooms, not to mention many days and weeks at-a-time of severe family struggles. Garrett’s 
Space is needed to help young adults and the families who love them to heal and learn how to move 
forward. This facility would provide services that are normally not available, yet vastly needed. As a 
volunteer for NAMI (National Alliance on Mental Illness) of Washtenaw County, I know the tremendous 
need for the kinds of services Garrett’s Space would provide. Good, loving families are hurting because 
the lack of effective, compassionate resources are not available. 
 
I feel fortunate that Julie and Scott Halpert are passionate about bringing Garrett’s Space to our 
community. It would be a wonderful benefit, and a model for other communities to follow. I hope you 
do what you can to see that this projects moves forward and eventually becomes a reality. 
 
Sincerely, 
Susan Todoroff 
 

mailto:todoroffs@namiwc.org
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From: Wayne Stark <stark@umich.edu> 
Date: March 18, 2023 at 10:32:10 AM EDT 
To: Lynette Findley <lynettefindley@superior-twp.org> 
Subject: Rezoning 3900 Dixboro 

  

Hello Ms Findley,  
 
We wish to add our names to the list of people opposed to the rezoning of the 3900 Dixboro property. 
Many others have articulated well the reasons why this is not in the best interests of the residents and 
taxpayers of the local neighborhood.   While we support the concept of Garrett's Space, 
that is not the issue here.  The issue is the rezoning of this property to a medical services district. 
We oppose this rezoning. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Wayne and Karen Stark 
5277 Warren Road 
 

 You don't often get email from stark@umich.edu. Learn why this is important  

mailto:stark@umich.edu
mailto:lynettefindley@superior-twp.org
mailto:stark@umich.edu
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification
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	 Caregivers who attend 3 events, including Parent Cafes and family activities will be entered into a monthly drawing. The drawing prize will be baskets of items for families of relatively nominal value. Examples of prizes include laundry basket with ...
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	 Juan Bradford, Parks and Recreation, asked if he should continue pursuing bids for a restroom for the Parks and Recreation staff.  The Board directed him to move forward.
	 Rickey Harding, Utilities Superintendent, stated the proposal from AAA for the water main replacement he gave the Board was for $397,000.00 and that he plans to provide the Board with two more proposals.  He also let the Board know that a total of $...
	 Martha Kern-Boprie informed the Board of the Easter Event held by the Parks and Recreation Department would be on April 1, 2023, and that the Easter Bunny would be in attendance.
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	Allyn Young
	From: Allyn Young <bjacobson770@gmail.com> Date: March 17, 2023 at 9:34:03 PM EDT To: Lynette Findley <lynettefindley@superior-twp.org>, Ken Schwartz <kenschwartz@superior-twp.org>, llewis@superiortwp.org, "Nancy Caviston, Trustee" <education@superior...

	Art Schuman
	From: owatonna@aol.com Date: March 19, 2023 at 8:57:24 PM EDT To: Lynette Findley <lynettefindley@superior-twp.org> Subject: Copy of Letter sent to K. Schwartz regarding property at 3900 N. Dixboro/Garrett's Space Reply-To: owatonna@aol.com

	AtheyWalker
	Beck Brent
	Bengel
	Bill Phillips
	From: Superior Township Website <noreply@superiortownship.org>  Sent: Friday, March 17, 2023 5:16 PM To: Laura Bennett <planning@superior-twp.org> Subject: Superior Township Contact Page
	Get In Touch With Us


	Brian Carlson
	Christine Fitzsimons
	From: Christine Fitzsimons <christinefitzsimons@howardhanna.com> Date: March 20, 2023 at 5:58:01 PM EDT To: Lynette Findley <lynettefindley@superior-twp.org> Subject: Garrett's Space

	Cynthia Abgarian
	From: Cindy Abgarian <cgills@comcast.net>  Sent: Friday, March 17, 2023 6:13 PM To: Laura Bennett <planning@superior-twp.org> Subject: Garrets Space

	Cynthia Colton
	From: Cynthia Colton <ccolton@umich.edu> Date: Thursday, March 16, 2023 at 4:27 PM To: Lynette Findley <lynettefindley@superior-twp.org> Subject: Serras property

	David Share MD, MPH
	David Wiss
	Dyer
	From: Diana Dyer <dianadyera2@gmail.com> Date: March 20, 2023 at 4:11:10 PM EDT To: Ken Schwartz <kenschwartz@superior-twp.org>, Laura Bennett <planning@superior-twp.org>, Lynette Findley <lynettefindley@superior-twp.org>, Lisa Lewis <llewis@superior-...

	Eileen Mollen
	From: Eileen Mollen <mollenet@umich.edu> Date: March 20, 2023 at 5:22:56 PM EDT To: Lynette Findley <lynettefindley@superior-twp.org> Subject: Support for Garrett’s Space

	Ellie Serras
	Garzaniti 2
	Gregory W. Dalack
	Henley
	Hoffman
	Inge Miller
	From: Inge Miller <inge.miller@gmail.com> Date: March 20, 2023 at 7:52:43 AM EDT To: Lynette Findley <lynettefindley@superior-twp.org> Subject: Support for Garrett's Space

	Irving Leon
	From: Irv Leon <irvgleon@gmail.com> Date: March 18, 2023 at 7:10:53 PM EDT To: Lynette Findley <lynettefindley@superior-twp.org> Subject: Re: Support of residential treatment setting for Garretts Space in Superior Township

	Janet Gilsdorf, MD
	Jimena Loveluck
	Kathy Powers
	Linda Lampman
	From: Linda Lampman <llampman1417@gmail.com> Date: March 18, 2023 at 8:58:38 PM EDT To: Lynette Findley <lynettefindley@superior-twp.org> Subject: Support for Garrett's Space

	Margi Brawer 2
	Mark Benjamin
	Mary Glencer
	Meredith Schindler
	Nancy Leon
	From: Nancy Leon <nanleon@comcast.net> Date: March 18, 2023 at 7:10:44 PM EDT To: Lynette Findley <lynettefindley@superior-twp.org> Subject: Garrett’s Space

	Ramona Parker-Muhammad
	From: Ramona Parker-Muhammad <ramonapm@comcast.net>  Sent: Monday, March 20, 2023 1:19 PM To: Bernice Lindke <blindke@superior-twp.org>; Rhonda McGill <rmcgill@superior-twp.org>; Nancy Caviston, Trustee <education@superior-twp.org>; Lynette Findley <l...

	Roberta Colaner
	Rosella 2
	From: Jean Rosella <jmr4000@hotmail.com> Date: March 20, 2023 at 3:04:44 PM EDT To: Lynette Findley <lynettefindley@superior-twp.org>, Ken Schwartz <kenschwartz@superior-twp.org>, Rhonda McGill <rmcgill@superior-twp.org>, Bill Secrest <BSecrest@superi...

	Sprig-Nichols
	stetz
	From: sharon stetz <sharonpstetz@gmail.com>  Sent: Monday, March 20, 2023 9:03 AM To: Ken Schwartz <kenschwartz@superior-twp.org> Subject: Garrett's Space

	Steve Preston
	From: Preston Family <nakamurapreston@gmail.com> Date: March 17, 2023 at 2:58:34 PM EDT To: Lynette Findley <lynettefindley@superior-twp.org> Cc: Board <board@superior-twp.org> Subject: 3900 Dixboro Rezoning

	Suarez 2
	From: Tony S <suareztr@gmail.com>  Sent: Friday, March 17, 2023 4:39 PM To: ynettefindley@superior-twp.org; Lisa Lewis <llewis@superior-twp.org>; Nancy Caviston, Trustee <education@superior-twp.org>; Bernice Lindke <blindke@superior-twp.org>; Rhonda M...

	Susan Todoroff
	From: Susan Todoroff <todoroffs@namiwc.org> Date: March 17, 2023 at 9:35:14 PM EDT To: Lynette Findley <lynettefindley@superior-twp.org> Subject: Garrett's Space

	trish cortes
	Wayne Stark
	From: Wayne Stark <stark@umich.edu> Date: March 18, 2023 at 10:32:10 AM EDT To: Lynette Findley <lynettefindley@superior-twp.org> Subject: Rezoning 3900 Dixboro
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