
SUPERIOR CHARTER TOWNSHIP  

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 

VIRTUAL VIA ZOOM 

 

WEDNESDAY 

SEPTEMBER 16, 2020 

7:00 P.M. 

AGENDA 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

 

2. ROLL CALL 

 

3. ADOPTION OF AGENDA 

 

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

 

 A.   Approval of the June 25, 2019 minutes 

  

5. CITIZEN PARTICIPATION 

 

6. COMMUNICATIONS 

 

7. PUBLIC HEARINGS AND CONSIDERATION OF APPEALS 

 

A. ZBA #20-01 – 7515 Plymouth Road 

Variance from Section 6.03(2)(b) (Accessory Structures and Uses) to 

allow for the construction of an accessory structure in the required front 

yard setback.  The property is located at 7515 Plymouth Road and is zoned 

R2 (Single Family Residential). 

 

8. OLD BUSINESS 

 

9. OTHER BUSINESS AS NECESSARY 

 

A. Election of Officers for 2020 

  

   10. ADJOURNMENT 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



In compliance with Governor of Michigan's Executive Order, the Superior Township Zoning 

Board of Appeals will conduct its September 16, 2020 meeting electronically. Public 

participation at the September 16, 2020 Planning Commission meeting will be via teleconference 

and videoconference in order to reduce the risk of exposure to persons with the COVID-19 virus 

and to comply with the Governor’s Executive Order restrictions on in-person governmental 

functions. 

 

To participate as a member of the public: 

 

• For videoconferencing go to: 

o https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82380776603 

 

• Or Telephone: 

o 301-715-8592 or 312-626-6799, Webinar ID: 823 8077 6603 

• International numbers available: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kblzfEOXqO 

 

Further instructions on participating in public comment will be provided once the meeting has 

been called to order in order to ensure two-way communication between the Planning 

Commission and the members of the public. 

 

Written comments will be received at planning@superior-twp.org until 3:00 p.m. the day of the 

hearing. 

 

Any person who wishes to contact members of the Zoning Board of Appeals to provide input or 

ask questions on any business coming before the Zoning Board of Appeals on September 16, 

2020 may do so by emailing planning@superior-twp.org until 3:00 p.m. the day of the hearing. 

 

Reasonable auxiliary aids and services can be provided at the meeting to individuals with 

disabilities by contacting the Township Clerk at: 734-482-6099 or via email at 

lynettefindley@superior-twp.org at least three business days in advance. 

 

Please Note: This meeting is being recorded 

 

This notice is posted in compliance with PA 267 of 1976 (as amended) Open Meetings Act, MCL 

125.3103 and 125.3502 and the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). Individuals with 

disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services should contact the Superior Charter Township 

Clerk’s Office three business days prior to the meeting. The Clerk’s Office can be reached at 734-

482-6099 or via email at lynettefindley@superior-twp.org. 
 

           

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82380776603
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kblzfEOXqO
mailto:planning@superior-twp.org
mailto:planning@superior-twp.org
mailto:lynettefindley@superior-twp.org
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1.  CALL TO ORDER 
 
The meeting of the Superior Charter Township Zoning Board of Appeals was 
called to order by Chairman Rintamaki at 7:00 p.m. 
 
2.  ROLL CALL 
 
The Zoning Board of Appeals members present were Dail, Deeds, Guenther, 
Heningburg, Lewis, Parm and Rintamaki. Rick Mayernik, Building and Zoning 
Official, was also in attendance.  A quorum was present.  
 
3.  ADOPTION OF AGENDA 
 
A motion was made by Member Dail and supported by Member Deeds to adopt 
the agenda as presented.  The motion carried by voice vote. 
 
4.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
A motion was made by Member Parm and supported by Member Lewis to 
approve the minutes of November 29, 2018.  The motion carried by voice vote.  
 
5.  CITIZEN PARTICIPATION 
 
There was no Citizen Participation. 
 
6.  COMMUNICATIONS  
 
Motion by Member Deeds and supported by Member Guenther to receive and 
file communication. 
 
7.  PUBLIC HEARINGS AND CONSIDERATION OF APPEALS  
 

A. ZBA #19-01 – Variance from Section 6.03(2)(b) (Accessory Structures and 
Uses) to allow an addition to the existing accessory structure. The 
property is located at 5757 Stonehedge Court and is zoned R1 (Single 
Family Residential). 

 
Doug Geidner, applicant, stated that he would like to buy a 45-foot 
motorhome which would exceed the current size of the barn. He also 
would like to move a car to the barn as well as lawnmower and other 
equipment. Mr. Geidner explained that he takes care of over 30 acres 
around the property. 
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Mr. Mayernik reviewed his memo dated June 4, 2019. 
 
Member Guenther stated that the change of the front lot line from the 
road to the water is what made this issue require a variance. That is the 
issue in front of the ZBA.  
 
Mr. Mayernik confirmed and stated that if the 1978 ordinance was still in 
effect, the permit would have been granted.  
 
Member Dail inquired about the letter from Marlene and Michael Hamme 
regarding the size of the accessory structure being larger than the 
principal structure. 
 
Mr. Mayernik stated that the information in their letter is incorrect. The 
section of the Zoning Ordinance that they are referencing is from the 
home occupation section of the Ordinance. The explained that the 
accessory structure can be larger (1.5 times the footprint of the home). In 
this case, the applicant is well within the limitations.   
 
Member Guenther reminded Members that the issue of the applicant and 
home occupations is not in front of the ZBA.  
 
Mr. Mayernik stated that there have been no complaints up until the 
time that this variance notice was sent out. After the variance was mailed 
out, Mr. Mayernik began receiving calls complaining about the property. 
He advised Mr. Geidner that the structure can only be used as an 
accessory structure for the principal/residential use. If there are 
continued complaints Mr. Mayernik will follow through.  
 
Toby Northway, 5600 Stonehedge Court, stated that the shop is currently 
being used for more than storage of equipment. He mentioned listed 
activities that are prohibited within the Zoning Ordinance and reports 
hearing grinding and welding happening at night. Mr. Northway went on 
to state that there is a noticeable increase in constant volume and did 
not feel that the structure was being used as residential, but commercial. 
He does not have a problem with the expansion of the garage for storage 
but feels that it will be used for expanding the applicant’s business 
operations.  
 
Chairman Rintamaki stated that there are two separate issues: whether 
to enlarge the pole barn and asking the enforcement officer to look at 



SUPERIOR CHARTER TOWNSHIP 
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 
DRAFT MINUTES 
JUNE 25, 2019 
PAGE 3 of 5 
 

uses occurring at the pole barn. He stated that he would like to focus on 
the variance on the increase in size but wants Mr. Mayernik to look into 
the complaints.   
 
Mr. Geidner stated that his son is taking welding courses at Washtenaw 
County Community College and does weld in the barn. Additionally, the 
backhoe has been at the property since his father-in-law owned the 
home.  
 
Member Guenther inquired about the applicant applying for a building 
permit. 
 
Mr. Mayernik replied that Mr. Geidner has not yet applied for a building 
permit.  If his variance is granted, he could apply for a building permit 
and the approved uses would be stated on the permit.   

 
Chairman Rintamaki reviewed the following five standards in Section 
13.08B of the Zoning Ordinance.  
 
1. Special conditions and circumstances exist that are unique 

to the land, structures, or buildings involved, and are not 
applicable to other lands, structures, or buildings in the same 
district, subject to the following: 

 
a. The existence of nonconforming dwellings, lots of record, 

structures, uses, or sites on neighboring lands in the 
same zoning district or other zoning districts shall not 
be considered grounds for a variance. 

 
b. The special conditions and circumstances on which the 

variance request is based do not result from the actions 
of the applicant. 

 
2. Literal interpretation of this Ordinance would deprive the 

applicant of rights commonly enjoyed by other property owners 
in the same district under the terms of this Ordinance. 

 
3. Granting the variance requested would not confer upon the 

applicant any special privilege that is denied by the Ordinance 
to other lands, structures, or buildings in the same district. 
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4. A variance granted shall be the minimum that will make 
possible a reasonable use of the land, building, or structure. 
The Board of Appeals may consider lesser variances than that 
requested by an applicant. 

 
5. The variance granted shall be in harmony with the intent of 

this Ordinance and will not be injurious to the environment, 
neighborhood, or otherwise detrimental to the public interest. 

 
Motion by Member Guenther, supported by Member Parm, to approve 
ZBA #19-01 granting a variance from Section 6.03(2)(b) (Accessory 
Structures and Uses) to allow an addition to the existing accessory 
structure.  

  
 Roll Call Vote: 
 
 Yes:    Dail, Deeds, Guenther, Heningburg, Lewis, Parm, Rintamaki. 
 No:  None. 
 Absent:  None. 
 Abstain: None. 
 

The Motion Carried. 
 
8. OLD BUSINESS 
 
None. 
  
9.  OTHER BUSINESS AS NECESSARY 
 

A. Election of Officers for 2019 
 

Chairman Rintamaki stated that he would be willing to continue serving 
as Chair of the Zoning Board of Appeals and asked Member Dail if he 
would continue as Vice Chair, and Member Deeds, as Secretary. 
Members Dail and Deeds agreed.  
 
Election of Rintamaki as Chair, Dail as Vice Chair, and Deeds at 
Secretary were made on voice vote. 
 
The Motion Carried. 
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10.  ADJOURNMENT 
 
A motion was made by Member Deeds and supported by Member Dail to 
adjourn the meeting at 8:20 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
John Rintamaki, Chairman Zoning Board of Appeals  
 
Laura Bennett, Recording Secretary Superior Charter Township 
3040 N. Prospect, Ypsilanti, MI 48198 





DESCRIBE THE REASONS FOR YOU APPEAL 

Superior Township 
ZBA Application 
Revised 2/17 /16 

Page 2 of 4 

Note: The Zoning Board of Appeals is required to use the standards listed in Section 13.08(B) of 
the Zoning Ordinance when considering an appeal. It is recommended that applicants review 
these standards and consider than in preparing a description of why the variance is needed. A 
copy of the standards is attached to the application. 
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YOU MAY WISH TO ASK YOUR NEIGHBORS TO SIGN THE FOLLOWING SECTION IF 
THEY HA VE NO OBJECTION TO THE APPEAL YOU ARE MAKING. 

We the undersigned, as owners of property any part of which is located within 300 feet if any 
part of the property involved in this appeal, have no objections to the granting of the request 
made in this appeal: 

SIGNATURE STREET ADDRESS 

Superior Charter Township, 3040 N Prospect Rd. Ypsilanti, MI 48198 
Telephone: 734-482-6099 Website: superior-twp.org Fax: 734-484-1997 
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INFORMATION REQUIRED TO BE SUBMITTED WITH APPEAL 

The following must attached and submitted with the application: 

• Ten (10) sets of drawings, all on sheets 8 ½ inches by 11 inches or 8 ½ inches by 14
inches, drawn to scale and showing all measurements, features and structures, including
the general location of all natural features on the property, measurements to show
distances between structures, measurements between structures and property lines,
measurements for lot width and lot area, and height of structures. Rights-of-way and
easements must also be shown.

• A letter of authority, or power of attorney, in the event the appeal is being made by a
person other than the actual owner of the property.

• A complete legal description of the premises ( as stated on the property deed or property
tax bill.)

APPLICANT'S DEPOSITION - Must be completed by applicant. 

I hereby state that all of the statements and · ormation contained in this application and the 
supporting documents herewith are true 

, / 
Signature of applicant _2 _______________ Date _-1_1/_ .J_{)_i_�---

NOTARY PUBLIC-Applicant's signature must be notarized. 

Sworn to before me this 2--o day of_/tv_0_· v�s�f: _________ 20�

My commission expires OS.,.. .2-h -2.o.)_ic, f d L 
(Notary Public, Washtenaw County, Michigan) 

****************************************************************** 

To be filled in by Township Clerk (or designated Township Officer/Personnel) 

I hereby state that this petition was properly received and filed on '5-{tc fu,1.ft date)

Signa
. 
ture of Cl

�
signee) 

.,, tp? � AA4_t> ) f)r lA,.,vH

<;. _ 

Fee paid \ 7 S . 00 

Superior Charter Township, 3040 N Prospect Rd. Ypsilanti, MI 48198 
Telephone: 734-482-6099 Website: superior-twp.org Fax: 734-484-1997 



Filing Applications 

Notice to Applicants 

for the 

Zoning Board of Appeals 

Superior Township 
ZBA Application 

Revised 2/1 7 /16 
Page 4 of 4 

You must call and schedule an appointment with the Township Zoning Official Richard 
Mayemik to file an application. He may be reached at the Township Office at (734) 482-6099. 

Meeting Schedule 
The Zoning Board of Appeals does not have a regular meeting schedule. Meetings are called 
whenever there is an application for a variance. Because variance requests require a public 
hearing, it generally takes four (4) weeks from the date an application is received until a meeting 
of Zoning Board of Appeals can be held. This time is needed to schedule the meeting date and to 
mail out notices of the public hearing. 

Reasons for the Appeal 
The Zoning Board of Appeals is required to use the standards listed in Section 13.08 of the 
Zoning Ordinance when considering the appeals. It is recommended that applicants review these 
standards and consider them in preparing a description of why the variance is needed. 

Site Visits 
Filing an application gives the implied consent for Township officials and/or consultants to visit 
the subject site. 

Application Fees 
An application fee must be paid when you file your application. The fees are as follows: 

1. Appeals brought by the owner of a single-family dwelling for a variance from
density and height regulations of the Zoning Ordinance = $175.00

2. Any other appeal = $500.00

Applicant's Acknowledgement 

I hereby acknowledge that I have read and agree to the above and that I have been given a copy 

of this notice. 

Signature Date 

Superior Charter Township, 3040 N Prospect Rd. Ypsilanti, MI 48198 
Telephone: 734-482-6099 Website: superior-twp.org Fax: 734-484-1997 
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